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STAFFCENERALCOUNSEL Re: INQ 10-39 Contracting with the City of Miami Beach

DearMs. Hasan:

In correspondenceto our office on February22, 2010,you saidthat your husband,
RamseyHasan,is respondingto a bid to contractwith the City of Miami Beach
throughhisprivately ownedcompany,SecurityInnovative Solutions,Inc.’

The factsas weunderstandthem areas follows:
* You areemployedby the City of Miami Beachas a First AssistantCity Attorney.

* Your primaryareasof responsibilityare regulatoryenforcementof fire and
buildingcodes,constructionlitigation, andothergeneralandcommercial
litigation. You do not haveany interactionor responsibilitiesassociatedWith the
ProcurementDepartment.

* SecurityInnovative Solutions,mc, is a for-profit Floridacorporationownedby
your spouse,RamseyHasan.

In consultationwith RobertMeyers,ExecutiveDirectorof the Commissionon Ethics,
we find thatneitherthe City of Miami BeachEthics Codenor the Miami-Dade
CountyEthicsCodeprohibitsSecurityInnovativeSolutions,Inc., from doingbusiness
with the City of Miami Beachas long ascertain restrictionsarefollowed.

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH ETHICS CODE:

Sec.2-454of the City Coderequiresthat youhaveno dealingsor interactions
involving SecurityInnovativeSolutions,Inc., in your official capacityas a First
AssistantCity Attorney.This is an especiallyimportantrestrictionto observein your
case,sinceyour primaryareasof responsibilityas a First AssistantCity Attorney
includeenforcementof fire and buildingcodesandinvolvementin construction
litigation.

Additionally, if SecurityInnovative Solutions,Inc., is successfulin obtaininga
contractwith the City of Miami Beach,you will berequiredunderSec.2-450 of the
City of Miami BeachCodeto file a swornstatementwith the City Clerkdisclosing
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your relationshipto SecurityInnovative Solutions,Inc., the natureof the contract,the
commencementdateof the contract,andthe termof the contract.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY ETHICS CODE:

Sees.2-11.1c andd of the CountyEthicsCodeallow a companyowned by a
spouseof a city employeeto contractwith the respectivecity as longas the contract
doesnot interferewith the full and faithful dischargeof the employee’sdutiesto her
city. Consequently,underthe CountyCode,you maynot participatein determining
thecontractrequirementsor in awardingthecontractinvolving SecurityInnovative
Solutions,Inc. Additionally, youmaynot subsequentlybe involved in the contractin
anyway including, but not limited to, its enforcement,oversight,administration,
amendment,extension,termination,or forbearance.Finally,you maynot beemployed
by anyCity departmentthatwill enforce,oversee,or administerthe contract.

You havestatedthat you will be able to performyour dutiesas a First AssistantCity
Attorney in the areasof enforcementof fire andbuilding codes,construction
litigation, and othergeneralandcommerciallitigation and, atthe sametime, abideby
the restrictionsimposedby the City andCountyEthics Codes.

Consequently,SecurityInnovative Solutions,Inc., maycontractwith the City of
Miami Beachas long as youhaveno involvementin anyway, including but not
limited to establishingthe contractrequirementsor awardingthe contractandthe
subsequentenforcement,oversight,administration,amendment,extension,
termination,or forbearanceof the contract.

If anyof the factsyouhavepresentedchange,or if you havefurtherquestions,please
do not hesitateto contactRobertMeyersat 305 579-2594or Victoria Frigo at305
350-0601.

Sincerely,

FRIGO
StaffAttorney

copies: JoseSmith, City Attorney,City of Miami Beach
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