Sincerely Yours,

DAt Mo

ROBERT MEYERS
Executive Director
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ETHICS COMMISSIONERS -

Kerry E. Rosenthal, Chairperson
Charles A, Hall, Vice Chairperson
Elizabeth M. Iglesias

Knovack G. Jones

Robert H. Newman

ROBERT A. MEYERS
EXECUTIVE DIREGCTOR

MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI
ADVOCATE

ARDYTH WALKER
STAFF GENERAL COUNSEL

December 12, 2001

Danny Alvarez

Director

Miami-Dade Transit Department
111 N.W. First Street

Suite 910

Miami, FL 33128

RE: REQUEST FOR ADVISORY OPINION 01-139
Dear Mr. Alvarez:

The Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
considered your request for opinion at their
meeting on December 11, 2001 and rendered its
opinion based on the facts stated in your
letter.

You requested an opinion regarding regarding
solicitation of contributions for a series of
events to commemorate ‘Transit Appreciation
Week.

In your letter, you advised the Commission
that The Transit Department annually hosts an
open house, employee banquet and bus and rail
*roadeos” during Transit Appreciation Week.
The commemoration is projected to cost around
eighteen thousand dollars {$18,000). The
costs include cash prizes for winners of the
roadeo competition and other expenses
including t-shirts and hotel accommodations.

Traditionally, the Transit Department has
paid for the event out of its budget, however
due to the increasing cost of the event and
the projected budget shortfall, the
Department would like contributors to




