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ETHICS COMMISSIONERS

Kerry E. Rosenthal, Chairperson
Charles A, Hall, Vice Chairperson
Elizabeth M. Iglesias

Knovack G. Jones

Robert H. Newman

ROBERT A. MEYERS
EXECUTIVE DIREGTOR

MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI
ADVOCATE

ARDYTH WALKER
STAFF GENERAL COUNSEL

November 28, 2001

Jose M. Quinon
2400 South Dixie Highway
Suite 200

" Miami, FL 33133

RE: REQUEST FOR ADVISORY OPINION 01-131

Dear Mr. Quinon:

The Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
considered your request for an advisory
opinion at its meeting on November 27, 2001
and rendered its opinion based on the facts
stated in your letter.

You requested an opinion regarding whether
Commissioner Alonso may lawfully establish a
legal defense fund under the Conflict of
Interest and Code of Ethics ordinance.

In your letter, you advised the Commission
that Commissioner Alonso is under
investigation by the State Attorney'’'s Office
for campaign finance irregularities. The
Commissioner would like to establish a legal
defense fund to defray legal fees and costs
associated with her defense. The grantor, a
third party unrelated to the Commissioner,
would establish the fund and appoint trustees
to manage the trust’s assets. The
Commissioner will not solicit funds for the
defense fund or participate in the fund
administration. The legal defense fund will
accept donations from the general public with
a one hundred dollar ceiling on contributions
from lobbyists or political committees.
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