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Town of Medley Councilwoman Arrested on Felony
Fraud and Theft Related Charges

Miami (November 2, 2021) As a result of a joint investigation between the Miami-Dade
Commission on Ethics and Public Trust (COE) and the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Multi-
Agency Public Corruption Unit Task Force, Town of Medley Councilwoman, Ana Lilia “Lilly”
Stefano, has been arrested and charged with a First-Degree Felony count of Organized Scheme
to Defraud and Second Degree Felony Grand Theft.

The case arose from an ethics investigation by the COE alleging that Stefano used her outside
employment with the nonprofit Santana Moss Foundation, where she serves as its Executive
Director, to sell donated food items from local food banks in violation of a donor agreement with
the Feeding America Network, a nonprofit food bank serving needy residents of South Florida.
Councilwoman Stefano had been previously sanctioned twice by the Ethics Commission. In
October 2021, the Ethics Commission reprimanded and fined Ms. Stefano for violating the Ethics
Code’s voting conflict and exploitation of public position provisions when in her official capacity
as Councilwoman for the Town of Medley, she used the power of her office to sponsor, discuss,
and vote on an item that granted the Santana Moss Foundation the special benefit of gaining
permanent access into the Lakeside Retirement Park in Medley.

In June 2021, Councilwoman Stefano was reprimanded and fined for using the Medley Town
logo in flyers from “the Office of Councilwoman Lily Stefano” that were purportedly intended
to “educate” voters in the Town about the upcoming elections when the evidence revealed that
the flyer was actually purposed to encourage residents to vote for her and the slate of candidates
she was endorsing for other elected offices in the Town.

The investigation established that retired NFL Football Player Santana Moss did not have any
knowledge of Councilwoman Stefano’s activities or her use of the nonprofit bearing his name for
the described transactions. Mr. Moss fully cooperated with investigators.

Nelson C. Bellido, Chairperson of the Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics & Public Trust stated,
“We thank the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office and the staff at the Ethics Commission
involved in the investigation that led to the eventual arrest of Ms. Stefano. It is through their
diligent efforts to combat fraud that we can try to deter others from committing similar acts that
Ms. Stefano is alleged to have committed. Violating the Ethics Code, in this case on multiple
occasions, uncovers criminal acts that the Ethics Commission reports to the State Attorney’s
Office and results in the eventual prosecution of such individuals. The Ethics Commission will
continue to aggressively pursue those who violate the ethics code in pursuit of restoring the public
trust in Miami-Dade County.”

The Ethics Commission was created in 1996 as an independent agency with advisory and quasi-judicial powers. It is composed of
five members, serving staggered terms of four years each. Through a program of training, outreach and enforcement, the Commission
seeks to empower the community and bolster public trust.



