Sanchez, Rodzandra (COE)

From: Diaz-Greco, Gilma M. (COE)

Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 3:05 PM

To: Sanchez, Rodzandra (COE)

Subject: FW: INQ 17-195 Jose Infante, Applicant for Project Advisory Group (PAG) on South

Corridor Rapid Transit Project, MDC Dept. of Transportation and Public Works (Voting
Conflict, County Advisory Board)

Attachments: Ethics Opinion.pdf; ATTO0001.htm; Lease Agreement MDTA.pdf; So. Corridor Rapid
Transit Project.pdf

INQ 17-196 Infante

From: Centorino, Joseph (COE)

Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 1:22 PM

To: 'Jose Infante' <redlandmarketvillageinc@yahoo.com>

Cc: 'Charesse Chester' <cchester@creativisionmedia.com>; Bian, Jie (DTPW) <lJie.Bian@miamidade.gov>; Cejas, Monica
(DTPW) <Monica.Cejas@miamidade.gov>; Baez, Froilan |. (DTPW) <Froilan.Baez@miamidade.gov>; Sanchez, Gerald
(CAO) <Gerald.Sanchez@miamidade.gov>; Kirtley, Eddie (CAQO) <Eddie.Kirtley@miamidade.gov>; Turay, Radia (COE)
<Radia.Turay@miamidade.gov>; Perez, Martha D. (COE) <Martha.Perez2 @miamidade.gov>; Diaz-Greco, Gilma M. (COE)
<Gilma.Diaz-Greco@miamidade.gov>

Subject: INQ 17-195 Jose Infante, Applicant for Project Advisory Group (PAG) on South Corridor Rapid Transit Project,
MDC Dept. of Transportation and Public Works (Voting Conflict, County Advisory Board)

Dear Mr. Infante:

You requested an opinion regarding whether you would be able to participate as a member of the Project Advisory
Group (PAG), that is being formed by the Miami-Dade County Department of Transportation and Public Works (“the
Department”) as part of its Public Involvement Plan to provide public participation in the decision-making process
related to the South Corridor Rapid Transit Project. This project will extend the existing Metrorail line toward the
southern end of Miami-Dade County. You have requested the opinion from the Ethics Commission staff as a result of a
suggestion made by the project consultant, Charesse Chester. The request is made in light of your apparent special
interest in the project as the owner of a parcel of land near one of the possible station sites planned for the project. This
parcel is presently leased by you to the County and utilized by the County for public parking.

| have conferred with Ms. Chester, the project consultant, as well as the MDC Transportation Department’s project
manager, Jie Bian, regarding this matter. It has been related to me that the PAG is a concept that has been utilized from
time to time by public agencies as a means of soliciting input from a broad spectrum of the public concerning a
particular project of significance to the community. It is one of a number of ways in which the public will be able to be
heard in connection the decisions that will be made on the project. The PAG is being formed by the Department on its
own initiative. It is not the subject of a County Ordinance or Resolution mandating its formation. The PAG will consist of
20 individuals selected by the Department to represent various points of view from interested members of the

public. The PAG has no official decision-making authority and will not be taking any votes in connection with the making
of any recommendations by the group to the decision-makers on the project. The PAG will be convened to allow its
members to voice opinions and provide input to decision-makers, not acting as a group, but rather as a gathering of
individuals whose opinions are being solicited by the Department.

Based upon the description of the PAG | have received, | do not believe that it can be considered as a County advisory
board or agency, whose members would be subject the Miami-Dade County Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
Ordinance pursuant to Section 2-11.1(b)(4). Inasmuch as there will be no votes taken by its members, there is no voting
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conflict to consider under Section 2-11.1(v) of the Code. Moreover, the other conflict of interest provisions of the Code
would not, in my opinion, apply to the members of this board, who are not in the position of exercising any official
authority or influence as a body. | perceive this group as being akin to a “focus group,” a group of citizens convened for
the purpose of receiving input from persons whose opinions are desired in order to gauge overall public opinion on a
matter of public concern. Further, it is not established as a standing committee by the County pursuant to County
Ordinance or Resolution, but rather only by a County department for the purpose of providing public input on a single
project. It will not, in any sense, act as a collective body in making recommendations to governmental decision-makers
based upon a recorded vote of its members. Additionally, usual conflict of interest concerns raised in connection with
governmental decision-making bodies are not involved with the PAG because it is meant to include interested
individuals, including persons who own residences, businesses or property in the immediate area, whose interests could
be specially affected by the project.

It would be appropriate, in my opinion, for all of the individuals selected for the PAG to disclose any and all personal
interests they may have in connection with the project. The fact of an individual’s having a personal or financial stake in
the outcome of the project should not, by itself, disqualify anyone from participating where such interests are publicly
disclosed. However, the Department retains the discretion over which individuals to appoint to this project in order to
insure that it receives balanced input from its members, and it may, on its own accord, decide against including certain
individuals in order to avoid any appearance that its decisions have been subject to inappropriate influences.

Sincerely,
Joe Centorino

Joseph M. Centorino

Executive Director and General Counsel
Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
19 W. Flagler Street, Suite 820

Miami, FL 33130

Tel: (305) 579-2594

Fax: (305) 579-0273

ethics.miamidade.gov

From: Jose Infante [mailto:redlandmarketvillageinc@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 3:44 PM

To: Centorino, Joseph (COE) <Joseph.Centorino@miamidade.gov>; Redland Market Village
<redlandmarketvillage @yahoo.com>

Subject: Fwd: Ethics opinion. Rapid transit.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:



From: Jose Infante <redlandmarketvillageinc@yahoo.com>

Date: July 5, 2017 at 3:23:19 PM EDT

To: "Miami-Dade County Ethics And Public Trust :: Joseph M. Centorino”
<Joseph.Centorino@miamidade.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Ethics opinion. Rapid transit.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jose Infante <redlandmarketvillageinc@yahoo.com>
Date: July 5, 2017 at 3:03:22 PM EDT

To: Redland Market Village <redlandmarketvillage@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fwd: Ethics opinion. Rapid transit.

Dear Joseph, this is Jose Rene Infante. Please review and please call me if
additional information is needed. 7865546602. Best to you Jose Rene

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: redland Market Village
<redlandmarketvillage@yahoo.com>

Date: July 5, 2017 at 2:52:56 PM EDT

To: Jose Infante <redlandmarketvillageinc@yahoo.com>
Subject: Ethics opinion. Rapid transit.

Reply-To: redland Market Village
<redlandmarketvillage@yahoo.com>

Redland Market Village, Inc.
24420 South Dixie Hwy
Princeton, FL 33032

(305) 257-4335 Office

(305) 258-3923 Fax
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Subject; South Corridor Rapid Transit Project —

From: Charesse Chester (cchester@creativisionmedia.com) Oz ! ! 0 ' D '
R

To: redlandmarketvillage@yahoo.com; PR

Date: Friday, June 23, 2017 9:01 AM

Rene,

Thank you for taking the time to discuss the Department of Transportation and Public Works South
Corridor Rapid Transit Project ~Project Advisory Group (PAG). The PAG, a diverse group of
residents and business owners and other stakeholders, is organized to provide the public another
opportunity to participate in the fransportation planning process.

As discussed, we appreciate your offer, as a property owner near the Transitway, to obtain an Miami-
Dade County Commission on Ethics opinion regarding your service on the PAG.

The first PAG meeting will be held in mid-to-late September 2017. I remain available to answer any
questions you may have regarding this process.

Again, thank you.

Charesse Chester

Chief Creative Officer
Creativision MEDIA

9999 NE 2 Avenue, Suite 215 A
Miami, Florida 33138

Direct: 786-586-3944

Office: 305-944-7564

SBE & DBE Certified
www.creativisionmedia.com

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch? rand=2ul 1 re3fe6qq4 6/23/2017
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1.0 Introduction

Miami-Dade County’s future transportation mohility depends on the growth and expansion of mass iransit.
The Strategic Miami Area Rapid Transit, or SMART Plan, identifies six Rapid Transit Corridors to advance
transportation options in Miami-Dade County. In collaboration with the Miami-Dade Transportation
Planning Organization (MDTPO), Citizens’ Independent Transportation Trust {CITT}), and Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT), the Miami-Dade County Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW}
is conducting a South Corridor Rapid Transit Project that will evaluate the implementation of rapid transit
service on one of the six corridors, the South Corridor, which is the South Dade Transitway {Transitway) from
SW 344% Street on the south to the Dadeland South Metrorail station on the north, Public input is an integral
part of this project process.

A public involvement program will be carried out by DTPW 1o inform the public, provide an opportunity to
inform the public about the project and communicate their suggestions and concerns. The publicinvolvement
program guides outreach 10 stakeholders, including elected officials, government agencies, business owners,
and residents.

This Public Involvement Plan (PIP) identifies the tasks to be carried out to fulfil DTPW's requirements for
community involvement and agency coordination throughout the duration of the South Corridor Rapid Transit
Project. The plan describes outreach throughout the course of the project and was prepared in compliance
with the FDOT Public Involvement Handbook.

DTPW is committed to actively engaging the community, businesses, and other project stakeholders in an
ongoing and open dialogue about ideas, comments, and concerns refating to the Transitway. The project team
has identified the project stakeholders with a possible interest in this project to include: elected officials and
public agency representatives, property owners and businessas within the project limits; motorists and transit
passengers; park, school, and community organizations. The project team also recognizes that the community
at-large also has an interest in the project.

2.0 Project Description and Background
Eroject Desorlption

The Transitway passes through Florida City and Homestead, and borders the Town of Cutler Bay, Village of
Palmetto Bay and Village of Pinecrest. Neighborhoods within unincorporated Miami-Dade County and in
close proximity to the Transitway include: Leisure City, Redlands, Naranja, Princeton, Goulds, South Miami
Heights, Perrine, Richmond Heights, Howard, The Falls, and Continental Park.

The Transitway runs in a southwest to northeast direction and falls within a 100-foot right-of-way. The South
Dade Greenway is also contained within this right-of-way. The South Dade Greenway is an at-grade, 10- foot
wide, pedestrian/bicycle path that generally runs adjacent and parallel to the west side of the Transitway.
Additionally, the Transitway contains nine low-tevel bridges that carry the Transitway and greenway over nine
drainage canals for the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD).

Additional characteristics of the Transitway include;
s Atwo-lane undivided controlled access roadway primarily with a median buffer, paved shoulders
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and roadside drainage swales;
e 45 signalized intersecting crossstreets;

EXHIBIT 1: PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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