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New ethicscourses awaltmg county employees city ofﬁelals

Hy Vanusga LAMBRANG

A new onfine ethies course is
readdy for the almost 30,000
Miami-Dade County eniployees
te take, Blected officials from
all municipalities in the vounty
will also have 1o undergo ethics
training through a different
course, {ailored for them.

Last yeus the connty’s Com-
wission on Kthics and Public
Trust backed new fegishion
that reguires atl county employ-
ees 1o take a new ethics course,
along with newly hired workers
as partoltheir initalraining, A
course wus provided before,
but the now one will be ex-
panded and more compreben-
sive, said Joseph M. Centorino,
cthios commission excculive
director. *(£°s 1 wuch more in-
depth. sophisticated course.”

The new counse was video-
taped aver bwo sessions last year
in front of & Jive audience of 2
total of 100 county eployees,
After much editing of raw mate~
rial, the three-hour video is now
ready and the ethics commission
is working on making itavailable
to workers an their website,

One benetit of notbaving hive
traintug is that eployees don’t
have Lo watel it all st one e,
They canwatchone of'the seven
sepments or all of them if they
have thne, Mr. Centoriao said,
Al the end of each segment
they Ht take a quiz i order to
move [orward, bul they will
have 10 go throaegh the entire
course, he said.

“Thisis the ooly realistic way
ta do the training {or this num-
ber of employees,” he said.

The ordinanee states that
employces must takou refrosher
Course every iwn years,

Tapics addressed in the
course include an ovarview of
ethics on the part of public ser-
vants;infbrmation aboul the eib-
s commission; nest provi-
sons coversd i the couny's
cende of ethiivs rdinance, such
as autside employment; penal-
ties and consequences of viola-
tions; public records, and Sun~
shine Law, among others, Mr,
Centorine spid.

Just last month the county
cormmission ;»‘mcd another or-
digance requiring that all elected
officials in Miami-Dade munici-
palitios take an ethies course
within 90 days of being swors
ity he said,

“We alrcaddy did it in Nosth
Miandd because they just had an
clection, [t was our first one,”
Me. Centoring said,

The manicipal conrse ditTes
frotn the ove aimed 4l county
employees and is being tatlored
fiar these kinds o positions and
for different citics within the
county. he said, “There are dif-
ferent standards, stricier con-
flict of interest regulations.”

Anuther ethics course thut the
courmission has been providing
sinee last yoar is for lobbyists.
All new ltobbyists must pay a
SH fee to take the fonr-hour
five cowrse within a0 days of
their registry, Mr. Centoring
said. By November last yeur
about 137 lobbyists had com-
pleted their ethies fraining, and
now closo to 540 have done so.

Counrses are otiered once
tmonth with as magy as 80 or 90

peuple in s single session, espe-
cially earbier s year, be said.

“We show them a video of
Jack Abramafy, the Jobbyist that
disgraced Jobbyists and went fo
prison,” Mr. Centorine said in
reference to a Washington fob-
byist whe was convicted op
corruption charges in 2006,

Eventhonghthe lobbyistcourse
covers some ol the su issues as
the one provided 1 county em-
ployees, it teaches them about the
Tobbyists” provisions, about what
they nre permilted or not. penail-
tedtodointenms of gilt-giving, all
ordinanes and some state laws,
Sunshine and public records law,
asection on bribery, and the cone
of silence, which “prohibits cer-
tait oml communications repand-
iny w partictlar REP {request for
praposal L, REQ {request for quali-
fications] or bid darfog the perdod
the cone is iy effect,” aeeording w
the county.

The labbyists take quiz at the
end, M. Centorino said, and
the comumission has received
good respoases su fur,
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“Waealready didifin North Miami because they just had an election,” sald Joe Centorino, “Ilwas ourfirsl,”

hoosd connectivily, you can

So Vicky answered her emails, bought some clothes

if you hove no cholce but fo commute on Kendalt Drive, you
might ¢35 well enloy 1he rids.

The KendaH Cruiser (Melrobus Route 288), with its luxurious
and comforieble 60400t arficulaled hybrd buses, could make
commuting your fovorite paf of the doy. With free Wi-F on-

1§ stewing behind the wheel,

and booked herself o gefoway.

Buses ain along mast of Xendoll Drive from the West Kendall
Teeasit Termingl Pork & Ride Lot on SW 162 Avenue to Dadeland
Nodh Medrorall stafion, making only a handiul of stops along
the way.

The Kendalt Cruiser's mop and scheduls gre avallable ontine
right nowe af www.miamidade.govfirans, %o plon vour iip
with an MDT $srvice Agent just cali 3-1-1.

surf the web while everybody else
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