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ARDYTH WALKER
STAFPCENERALCOUNSEL Re: RQO 09-30

FORMAL ETHICS OPINIONSWILL NOT BE ISSUED TO ANONYMOUS
REQUESTORS,Miami-Dade CountyCodeat § 2-1 1.1 r

Dear Mr. Kuchne:

Your correspondencedatedAugust27, 2009,raisedthe questionof whethera
personwithin thejurisdiction of the EthicsCommission,who is representedby an
attorney,mayrequesta formal opinion from the EthicsCommissionanonymously
throughhis or herattorney.

At apublic meetingheldon September30, 2009,the Commissionon Ethics
concludedthatformal ethicsopinionsrenderedat public meetingswill begivenonly
to individualswho identify themselvesto the EthicsCommission.Individuals
seekingformal opinionsmayrequestthat their namesnot bepublished.

Individualswho submitinformal inquiries to the EthicsCommissionstaffabout
mattersalreadyclearlysettledunderthe law andthrough Commissionprecedent
neednot identify themselves.

The EthicsCommissionreasonedthat a personmaking a formal requestmust be
identifiable in orderto ascertainthe relevantfactsandrenderinformedadvicein
mattersof public importance.

The Miami-DadeCountyCodeat § 2-1 1.1 r statesthatthe EthicsCommission
shall publishopinions"without useof the nameofthe personadvisedunlesssuch
personrequeststhe useof his or hername."The directiveto refrainfrom publishing
the requestor’snamedoesnot conveyall-encompassinganonymityto the
requestor*2

The StateEthics Commissiondoesnotrenderopinionsto anonymousrequestors,buta
comparablesectionof the stateethics law allows for publishingethicsopinions"without
naming the personmaking the request,unlesssuchpersonconsentsto the use of hisor her
name."Fla. Stat. 112.3223a 2009.
2 Absenta statutoryexemptionunderthe PublicRecordsAct at Fla. Stat. 119.0172009, a
requestor’snamewill notbe redactedfrom internal, unpublishedrecordsof theMiami-Dade
Ethics Conunission.
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This opinion construesthe Miami-Dade Conflict of Interest& Code of Ethics
Ordinance,but is not applicableto any conflict understatelaw. Inquiriesregarding
possibleconflicts understatelawshouldbe directedto the Stateof Florida
Commissionon Ethics.

Pleasefeel free to contactVictoria Frigo, StaffAttorney,at 305 350-0601,or Robert
Meyersat 305 579-2594,if we can beof furtherassistancein thismatter.

Sincerely,w
ROBERTMEYERS
ExecutiveDirector
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