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Frigo, Victoria (COE)

From: Centorino, Joseph (COE)

Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2013 4:04 PM

To: Frigo, Victoria (COE)

Cc: Diaz-Greco, Gilma M. (COE)

Subject: INQ - Public Health Trust Nominating Council

The below request for opinion was received from Assistant County Attorney Eugene Shy on behalf of the Public Health
Trust Nominating Council. The request for opinion involved the possible nomination of Jose Ramon Mas for a position
on the Public Health Trust Board of Trustees. The request was made in light of the fact that Mr. Mas’s brother, serves
on the Board of Directors of Miami Children’s Hospital.

After reviewing the heightened Conflict of Interest standard adopted by the Board of County Commissioners for the
PHT, which is contained in Article III, Section 3, of the by-laws of the PHT, I determined that Mr. Mas was ineligible for
appointment for two reasons: 1)He has an immediate family member (the heightened standard includes brothers within
its definition of “immediate family) on the Board of Directors of an organization which does business with or provides
services to Jackson Health System; 2)He has an immediate family member on the Board of Directors of an organization
that competes with Jackson Health System (the only two choices in Miami-Dade County for children’s hospital services
are Miami Children’s and Jackson’s Holtz Children’s Hospital).

Prior to my communicating this opinion to the County Attorney’s Office, I was informed that the request for opinion was
being withdrawn. Subsequently, I was informed that Mr. Mas had withdrawn his candidacy for a position on the PHT
Board. This matter should, nonetheless, be included in an INQ file.

From: Shy, Eugene (CAO)
Sent: Monday, September 02, 2013 3:14 PM
To: Centorino, Joseph (COE)
Cc: Christian, Valda (CAO)
Subject: RE: Public Health Trust Nominating Council request for opinion regarding Jose Ramon Mas

Miami Children’s does have a contract with the Public Health Trust pursuant to which Miami Children’s provides
pediatric neurosurgery services to the Trust. As to competition, we will respond factually by stating that the choices in
Miami-Dade County for children hospital services are Miami Children’s and Jackson’s Holtz Children’s Hospital.

From: Centorino, Joseph (COE)
Sent: Monday, September 02, 2013 2:01 PM
To: Shy, Eugene (CAO)
Cc: Christian, Valda (CAO)
Subject: RE: Public Health Trust Nominating Council request for opinion regarding Jose Ramon Mas

Does Miami Children’s Hospital provide services to or compete in any way with Jackson?

From: Shy, Eugene (CAO)
Sent: Sunday, September 01, 2013 2:35 PM
To: Centorino, Joseph (COE)
Cc: Christian, Valda (CAO)
Subject: Public Health Trust Nominating Council request for opinion regarding Jose Ramon Mas

Following up on our recent inquiry, the Public Health Trust Nominating Council met on Friday, August 30th, to
shortlist potential nominees for membership on the Public Health Trust Board of Trustees. Jose Ramon Mas is one of
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four (4) finalists whom the Nominating Council wants to interview before making its final recommendations to the Board
of County Commissioners (“Commission”). It is our belief that the interviews will most likely be held during the week of
Sept. 9th.

In his application, Mr. Mas disclosed a possible conflict of interest because his brother serves on the Board of
Directors of Miami Children’s Hospital.

As you know, the Board of Trustees is governed by a heightened conflict of interest standard as mandated by
Commission Resolution No. R-1020-11. In addition, the Trust Bylaws, approved by Commission Resolution No. R-487-13,
include provisions regarding the heightened standard. Under the Trust Bylaws, the Ethics Commission has been
empowered to render opinions regarding the heightened standard.

The Nominating Council has asked our office to request an opinion from your office relative to Jose Ramon Mas’
ability to serve on the Board of Trustees in light of the possible conflict of interest identified in his application. Therefore,
the question we present is:

Whether, under the heightened conflict of interest standard pertaining to the Trust, Jose Ramon Mas would be
disqualified from serving on the Public Health Trust Board of Trustees due to a conflict of interest created by his
brother’s service on the Board of Directors of Miami Children’s Hospital?

I am sure you have most if not all of the following, but I have attached the following items that may assist in rendering
your opinion:

1. Jose Ramon Mas’ Application
2. Resolution No. R-1020-11
3. Memorandum of Robert Meyers, dated May 18, 2011
4. Excerpt of the PHT Bylaws regarding the heightened standard. The full PHT Bylaws can be found on the
miamidade.gov portal under Commission Resolution No. R-487-13.

If at all possible we ask that you render an opinion as soon as possible, so that the Nominating Council can set its
interview agenda for the week of September 9th.

EUGENE SHY, JR.
ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY
(305)585-1313 (Jackson)
(305)375-5303 (Main Office)








