Frigo, Victoria (COE)

From: Frigo, Victoria (COE)

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 2:38 PM

To: 'Felix Lasarte'

Cc: Centorino, Joseph (COE)

Subject: Self-representation does not require registering as a lobbyist INQ 12-30)

Mr. Lasarte,

You are correct in your interpretation of the County lobbying ordinance regarding citizens who wish to
speak on their own behalf.

Sec. 2-11.1 (s)(3)(b) specifically states that a member of the public who expresses support of, or
opposition to, an item is not requited to register as a lobbyist if all of the following are true:
s He/she appears solely in his/her individual capacity.
« He/she appears for the purpose of self-representation only.
e He/she is not compensated ot reimbursed, either directly, indirectly or on a contingency-fee
basis, for his/her appearance.

Additionally, it would be prudent for these individuals to clarify before speaking that they are speaking
on their own behalf and not on behalf of any organization with which they may have an association.

Sincerely,

VICTORIA FRIGO, STAFF ATTORNEY
Phone: 305 350-0601

Fax: 305 579-0273

-

miamidade.cov "

19 West Flagler St., Suite 820
Miami, FL 33130

Stafutes concerning public records. E-mail

red under such law

From: Felix Lasarte [mailto:felix@lasartelaw.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 11:44 AM
To: Frigo, Victoria (COE)

Subject: Ethics Opinion

Good afternoon Victoria,
| enjoyed speaking with you earlier this morning.

| just want to confirm our phone conversation from earlier today. If members from the public, which appear to support an
item and are not being paid to support the item, do not have to register as a lobbyist, correct? Furthermore, if these
members of the public work for a non-profit organization and they disclose on the record that they are there speaking on
their own behalf, that they do not have to register as a lobbyist, correct?

Thank you for all your assistance.

Regards,



Felix Lasarte, Esq.

The Lasarte Law Firm

3470 NW 82nd Ave. Suite 660
Doral, FI. 33122

(305) 594-2877

(305) 594-2878 Fax

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communicaticn and any accompanying document(s) are
confidential and privileged, pursuant to the American Bar Asscciation Formal Opinion No.
99-413, dated March 10, 1999. They are intended for the sole use of the addressee. If you
receive this transmission in error, vou are advised that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon the communication is strictly
prohibited. Moreover, any such inadvertent disclosure shall not compromise or be a
waiver of any applicable privilege as to this communicaticn or otherwise. If you have
received this communication in errcr, please contact the sender at felixllasartelaw.com
or by telephone at (305) 265-7153. Thank you




