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Ethics (COE)

From: Ethics (COE)
Sent:  Monday, August 09, 2010 4:07 PM

To: '‘Carlton842@aol.com'

Cc: Hoffman, Joel (Vizcaya); Logue, Thomas (CAO); Duval, Dirk (GSA)
Subject: RE: Request for Ethics Opinion

ING_ 10 1H

Dear Mr. Cole:

Thank you for your request for opinion. In your attachment, you indicate that you serve as a member of the
Vizcaya Museum and Gardens Trust and in your private capacity you are the principal of Cole Appraisal
Company, Inc. Your company has responded to a request for proposal and was awarded a contract by the
Miami-Dade County General Services Administration (GSA) to provide real estate appraisal services for a
portion of the Metro Rail South Corridor. You wish to know whether a conflict is created due to the fact your
firm is transacting business with the County and you are a member of a County board.

in order for a conflict of interest to exist for a County board member under the transacting business section of
the ethics code, the member must be doing business with the County department interfacing with the
department where the board is housed or where the contract is County subject to the regulation, oversight,
management, or policy-setting of the board member’'s department. In your particular case, your service on the
Vizcaya Trust and your firm’s contract with GSA causes no conflict for you.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.
Sincerely,

Robert Meyers, Executive Director
Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
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: Carlton842@aol.com [mailto:Carlton842@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 9:49 AM
To: Ethics (COE)

Cc: Duval, Di[g@;A); Hoffman, Joel (Vizcaya); Logue, Thomas (CAQ); Carlton842@aol.com
Subject: Request for Ethics Opinion

Mr. Robert Meyers

Executive Director

Miami-Dade Ethics and Public Trust Commission
19 West Flagler Street, Suite 820

Miami, Florida 33130

Dear Mr. Meyers:

I attach a letter requesting an opinion from the Miami-Dade Ethics and Public Trust Commission. I
would be very appreciative if it could be addressed at the next meeting, on August 31st.

I am copying this request to Dirk Duval, Real Estate Officer, GSA, Joel Hoffman, Executive Director of
Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, and Tom Logue, Assistant County Attorney.

8/9/2010




Thank you for your help.

Best regards,
Carlton Cole, MAIL

Cole Appraisal Company

1501 Venera Avenue, Suite 217
Coral Gables, Florida 33146
305-667-7710 phone
305-667-9757 fax
Carltona842@aol.com

/9/2010
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August 9, 2010

Mr. Robert Meyers
Executive Director
" Miami-Dade Ethics and Public
Trust Commission
19 West Flagler, Suite 820
Miami, Florida 33130

Re:  Request for Ethics Opinion
Vizcaya Museum and Gardens Trust

Dear Mr. Meyers:

We respectfully request an opinion from the Miami-Dade Ethics and Public Trust
Commission (“Ethics Commission”) on the following item:

May L as a volunteer member of the Vizcaya Museum and Gardens Trust, a Miami-
Dade County board that serves as the governing body for Vizcaya, a County owned
and operated museum, contract with the Miami-Dade General Services
Administration (GSA) to provide real estate appraisal services for real property
unrelated in any way to Vizcaya?

Here are the facts which I believe to be relevant to this request:

1. Inmy individual capacity, I serve as an unpaid, volunteer member of the Vizcaya
Museum and Gardens Trust based upon an appointment by a member of the
Board of County Commission.

2. Asthe principal of Cole Appraisal Company, Inc,, I responded to a request for
proposals and was awarded a contract by GSA to perform real estate appraisal
services for the Metro Rail South Corridor for strips of land lying between S.W.
37" Avenue and 57" Avenue, Miami-Dade County. See attached Proposal and
Agreement for Appraisal Services.

3. Neither G5A nor the contract referred to in item 2 above is subject to the
regulation, oversight, management, policy-setting authority of the Vizcaya
Museum and Gardens Trust of which I am a member.

At the time that I responded to the GSA request for proposals, based upon
presentations by representatives of the Ethics Commission, I believed that there would
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be no conflict of interest in my entering into a contract as described in item 2. Until
recently, I was not aware of the requirement that I seek an opinion of the Fthics
Commission in this matter. ] am simultaneously submitting to you this request for an
opinion from the Ethics Commission and notifying the appropriate GSA personnel
responsible for administering the contract referred to in item 2 of this pending request.

Please contact me if there are any questions about this request for an opinion from the
Ethics Commission.

Sincerely yours,

Cole Appraisat Company, Inc.

(uim . Lt

By: Carlton W. Cole, MAI

cc: Dirk Duval, Real Estate Officer, GSA (305-375-2284), dpduval@miamidade.goy

Joel Hoffman, Vizcaya Museum and Gardens (305-860-8422), joel.hoffman@vizeayarmuseurn.org
Tom Logue, Assistant County Attorney (305-375-5067), Logue@miamidade.gov
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