
INQ 10-26
Lobbyist Queryre JenniferLutton, TUUCI Umbrellas

February9, 2010

Priscilla A. Thompson,City Clerk
Kerry E. Rosenthal, CHAIRPERSON City of Miami City Hall
Dawn E. Addy, VICE CHAIRFERSON 3500 PanAmericanDr.
MagdaAbdo-Gomez Miami FL 33133
Judge Seymour Cetber
Erica Wright

ROBERTA. MEYERS
DearMs. Thompson:

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MICHAEL 1’. MURAWSKI In a letter to our office datedFebruary2,2010,youaskedif JenniferLuttonwas
ADVOCATE requiredto registeras a lobbyist andpaythe lobbyist registrationfee basedon

ARDYTH WALKER her appearancebeforethe City Commissionon December10, 2009.
STAFF GENERALCOUNSEL

The Ethics Commissionstaffis of the opinionthat the facts surroundingMs.
Lutton’s appearanceexcludeher from the definition of lobbyistas per the City of
Miami Code at Sec.2-653-Lobbyistdoesnot mean a personappearing solely
to providefactualinformationrequestedby themayor,amemberof the city
commissionor a city board.

Accordingto Ms. Lutton’s employer,Ms. Lutton appearedbeforetheCity
Commissionto providetechnicalinformationat the requestof the Downtown
DevelopmentAuthority DDA. Basedon a City Attorney’s legal opinion, for
purposesrelatedto ethicsissues,the DDA is considereda municipal board.’

Additionally, areviewof the ordinanceand the meetingtranscriptshowsthat the
City Commissionwas consideringsafetyissuesrelatedto sidewalkcafes.2Ms.
Lutton providedinformation aboutsecure,in-ground,flush-mountoutdoor
umbrellastandsthat do not createtripping hazards.

Basedon the forgoing, it is our opinionthat Ms. Lutton wasnot requiredto
registeras a lobbyistor paya lobbyistregistrationfeeprior to her December10th

appearance.
V

Sincerely,

StaffAtto y

copies:newanminigov.com;msramostmiaSdade.gov; tparker@fluuci.com

‘Although theDDA is anindependenttaxingdistrict organizedas a corporatebody
understatelaw, the City of Miami Attorney’s Office Legal Opinion Jg08-440statedthat
all membersof the DDA are municipal boardmembersandsubjectto the City and
CountyEthics Codes.
2 City of Miami Ordinance09-01105.
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