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ETHICS COMMISSIONERS March 16, 2009
Kerry E. Rosenthal,CHAIRPERSON

Dawn E. Addy, VICE CHAIRPERSON

Magda Abdo-Gomez
Judge SeymourCelber
Erica Wright MarioF. Morlote, Assistantto the CountyManager

Miami-DadeCountyExecutiveOffices
ROBERT A. MEYERS st
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 111 NW 1 St., Suite2910

MICHAEL1 MIJRAWSKI Miami, FL 33128
ADVOCATE

ARDYTH WALKER Via First Class Mail and email at MAPJOM1dmiamidade.gov
STAFF GENERAL COUNSEL

Re: INQ 09-37

DearMr. Morlote:

In communicationsto our office datedDecember16, 2008,andMarch 13, 2009,
you askedif anyconflictsof interestexist if your brotherentersinto a contract
with the Miami-DadeHousingAuthority MDHA to becomea Section8
landlordwhile youwork as anassistantto the CountyManagerwith certain
administrativeduties involving the MDHA. Typically, your responsibilities
includeprocessingMDHA agendaitems,trackingdocumentsthatrequireothers’
signatures,andmonitoringtheMDHA businessplan.We understandthat you
haveno direct or indirectinfluenceor authorityover the agency.

Becausethe Miami-DadeCountyCodeof Ethicsdoesnot include"brother"or
"sibling" within the definition of "immediatefamily member,"your brother’s
dealingswith the MDHA presentno conflictsfor you.

Appearancesofimproprietyare not dealtwith in the CountyEthicsCode.
Nevertheless,youhavevolunteeredthatin the unlikely eventyour brotherhas
issueswith the MDHA that alsoinvolve the CountyManager’sOffice, you will
aska colleagueto deal with thesematters.This arrangementensuresthatyour
brother’sSection 8 contractwith the Countywill not interfere, or appearto
interfere,with the ffill and faithfUl dischargeof your duties to the County.

Sincerely,

VR1GO
StaffAttorney

I Miami-Dade County Codeat Sec.2-11.1 b9 states,"The term ‘immediatefamily’ shall refer
to the spouse,parentsandchildrenof thepersoninvolved."
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