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ARDYTH WALKER
STAFF GENERAL COUNSEL Re: INQ 09-07Registeringas a CountyVendor

DearMr. Barnes:

In correspondenceto our office on January28, 2009,you saidthatyou wishto
registeryour business,ROBERTBARNES & ASSOCIATES,as a countyvendor.

You statedthatyou serveas a boardmemberin a quasi-judicialcapacityon a
Miami-DadeCountyBoardof Rules andAppeals.

It is the opinionof theEthicsCommissionstaff that youandyour finn, ROBERT
BARNES & ASSOCIATES,mayregisterto contractwith thecountyas longas the
contractyou enterinto is not subjectto the regulation,oversight,management,
policy-setting,or quasi-judicialauthorityof the boardon which you serve.

This opinion is consistentwith previousethicsopinionsdealingwith similar facts
andbasedon the Miami-DadeCountyConflict of InterestandCodeof Ethics
Ordinanceat Section2-1 1.1c3. In that section,membersof advisoryboardsand
quasi-judicialboardsarepennittedto enterinto countycontracts,individually or
througha businessentity in whichthe memberor an immediatefamily member
hasa controlling fmancial interest,as long as the contractis not controlledin any
way by theboardon which the memberserves.

If anyof the factsyou havepresentedchange,or if youhavefurtherquestions,
pleasedo not hesitateto contactme at 305.350.0601.

Sincerely,

VBbRIGO
StaffAttorney
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