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rohibition, the newest documentary
by acclaimed filmmalker Ken Burns,
illustrates the pitfalls inherent in
Fovernment's attempts
to contro] human be-
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Some blame the 18th Amendmenit to our
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lie corruption, goals that are largely sup-
parted by the general public, And while
the application of ethics laws may be diffi-
cult, enforcement efforts are not routinely
ignored or openly Qouted,

Nonetheless, as with Prohibition, we |
have to find a way to navigate between
opposing tides, hoping for a betber out-
come than that lost cause,
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Wo encourage citizens to actively par-

* ticipate in the political process, But we

require public disclosure of campaign
contributions in an attempt to ensure that
some participants don’t receive special
Fawors.

We want our political leaders to find
common ground with each ather to make
effective policy chobces. But, we want thelr
constinzents o witness those Hations

. in the “sunshine” to determine if the com-

promises ane in their best interests,

The Miami-Dade Commission on Ethlcs
and Pubdic Trust was created in
to a public demand to “clean up®

government. Bug, just as the federal pov-
ernment could not eliminate the craving
for a cocktail, neither can we legislate
corruption out of existence, We do not
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Aprivate mosality. Instead, it is our to
maforce a public morality, _ Y
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puts a great deal of is on training
s0 that public servants may know in ad-
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right and wrong, especially in gray areas.
Qur legal staff is eager to provide ad-
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complex situations. But if those services
are not utilized, our inves s will pse
decades of law enforcement praining snd
subpoens power 1o prove wingdoing.
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n't seen the pforts taken by many
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offenders, we have an active investigmive
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cies that may pursue criminal charges.
understand what is acceptable behavior.
The goal s greater integrity in our civic
ception of government.
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