
Via First ClassMail
and

email at JOBnici.miami.fl.us

May 19, 2010

-Kerry E. Rosenthal,CHAIRPERSON

Dawn E. Addy, via CHAIRPERSON

JudgeSeymour Gelber Julie 0. Bru, City Attorney
City of Miami

ROBERTA. MEYERS 444 SW 2 Ave. Suite 945
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Miami, FL 33130-1910

MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI
ADVOCATE RE: RQO 10-09, "Principals"asLobbyists

Miami-DadeCountyCodeat Sec.2-11.1s
ARDYTH WALKER
STAFFOENERALCOUNSEL DearMs. Bru:

In public sessionon May 19, 2010, theEthics Commissionrespondedto
yourqueryon themeaningof "principal" as per Sec.2-11.1s1b of
theCountyLobbyistOrdinance.

TheEthicsCommissionopinedthat therecentlyproposeddefinition of
"principal" to theCounty’sHealth,Public Safety& Intergovernmental
Committeewasconsistentwith Ethics Commissionprecedentand
legislativehistory:

Thepresidentof a corporationis a principal.Theowner,
president,or chief shareholderof a corporationor an
individual who hasbeendesignatedor who hasthe
apparentauthorityto makefinal decisionson behalfof the
corporateentity is a principal.’

TheEthicsCommissionrejectedexpandingthedefinition of "principal" to
includethosewho "employorretainlobbyists."However,in responseto
yourconcernsaboutsmall businessowners,principalsof certaincertified
small businesseshaverecentlybeenexemptfrom payinglobbyist
registrationfeesunderCountyOrdinance10-03.Pendinglegislationmay
soonexemptall principals from paying lobbyist registrationfees.
However,Countyordinancescontinueto requireprincipals to registeras
lobbyists.

Thedefinition, basedon previousCountyEthics Opinions,was providedby Robert
Meyers,ExecutiveDirector,Miami-DadeCommissionon Ethics to the County’sHealth,
Public Safety & IntergovernmentalCommitteeat a public meetingon May 13, 2010.
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This opinionconstruestheMiami-DadeConflict ofInterest& Codeof
Ethics Ordinance,but it is notapplicableto ethicsissuesunderState law.
Inquiries regardingStateethicslawsshouldbedirectedto the Stateof
Florith Commissionon Ethics.

Pleasefeel freeto contactor meor StaffAttorneyVictoria Frigo if we can
be of furtherassistancein this matter.

Sincerely,

ROBERTMEYERS
ExecutiveDirector

copy: BarnabyMm, AssistantCity Attorney
City of Miami
bminmiamigov.com

RQO 10-09 Bru
May 19, 2010

Page2 of2


