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DearCommissionerLibbin:

The Commissionon Ethics& Public Trustconsideredyour questionandrenderedan
ethicsopinion at apublic meetingheldon March 18, 2010.

In correspondencedatedMarch 11, 2010, you askedfor ethicsguidanceregarding
your public serviceas a City Commissionerandyour simultaneousprivate
employmentas President/ExecutiveDirectorof the Miami BeachChamberof
Commerce.’

In brief, the EthicsCommissiondirectedyou to takethe usualprecautionsto avoid
ethicalmisconduct,particularlyregardingvoting mattersinvolving Chamber
business2andflindraisingactivitieson behalfof the Chamber.3Declining to opine
on future eventsof ahypotheticalnature,the EthicsCommissionadvisedthat you
seekfliture ethicsguidance"when in doubt aboutthe applicability or interpretation
of anyprovisionwithin the EthicsCommission’sjurisdiction, to [yourself] in a
particular

context

The Ethics Commissionacknowledgedthatpublic serviceas a Miami Beach
Commissioneris not incompatiblewith privateemploymentwith the Miami Beach
Chamberof Commerce,as long asconflicts of interestare avoided.5

Although not wanting to give broadprospectiveapproval,the EthicsCommissioners
recognizedthat, generally,in mostcircumstances,you would likely be allowedto
vote on mattersbroughtbefore you by ChamberDirectors if the mattershadnothing
to do with Chamberbusinessandthe Directorswerenot part of the "SpecialProject
SelectCommittee"that overseesthe terms andconditionsof your employment.

TheChamber is a nonprofit tax-exemptcorporationthat supportslocal businessmembers.
The PresidentlExecutiveDirectorhandlesday-to-dayChamberaffairs andfinances.
2 Miami-DadeCountyCode at Sec.2-11.1d.
‘Miami-Dade CountyCode at Secs.2-11.1e2g andSec.2-ll.1g.

Miami-DadeCountyCode at Sec.2-1074y.
BruceSingerservedsimultaneouslyas a Miami BeachCommissionerandChamber

Presidentfrom 1988-1991.See StateEthic ConunissionOpinion CEO 98-29.
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You assuredthe EthicsCommissionthat youwould not useyour official City
positionnor City resourcesto solicit donationson behalfof the Chamber.All
solicitationswouldbe conductedsolely in your capacityas President/Executive
Directorof the Chamber.

This opinionconstruesthe Miami-DadeConflict of Interest& Codeof Ethics
Ordinanceandportionsof the City of Miami BeachStandardsof Conduct,but is not
applicableto anyconflict underState law. Inquiries regardingpossibleconflicts
underStatelaw shouldbe directedto the Stateof FloridaCommissionon Ethics.

Pleasefeel free to contactor me or StaffAttorney Victoria Frigo if we can be of
further assistancein this matter.

Sincerely,

ROBERT MEYERS
ExecutiveDirector

copy JeanOlin, SpecialCounsel
City of Miami Beach
email at JeanO1inciniamibeachfl.gov
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