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Magda Abdo-Gomez
Judge Seymour Celber
Erica Wright JohnPatrickJulien

ROBERTA. MEYERS BIQUE INTERNATIONAL, INC.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 2289 NE 174th Terrace
MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI North Miami Beach,FL 33160
ADVOCATE

ARDYTH WALKER Re: RQO08-33
STAFF GENERAL COUNSEL

DearMr. Julien:

The Commissionon Ethics& PublicTrust consideredyour requestandrendered
its opinionat apublic meetingheld on August28, 2008.

In your emailsof June26andJuly 8,2008,you askedif you, as a
Councilmemberin the City ofNorth Miami Beach,mayvoteon mattersbrought
beforethe City Councilby thepartnerof a law firm, whenan associatein the law
firm is your privateclient.

The EthicsCommissionopinedthatyoumay voteon matterspresentedby
partnersandassociatesat the law firm otherthanyour privateclient because
you do not haveany ofthe prohibitedrelationshipsenumeratedin the voting
conflict sectionof the EthicsCodeat § 2-1 1.1 d with the otherassociatesand
partners.

The facts areas follows: You serveas a Councilmemberin the City of North
Miami Beach.In your privatecapacity,you own BIQUE INTERNATIONAL, INC.,
a privateprocessservingcompanyincorporatedin the stateof Florida. Fran Zion,
an associateattorneyat the law firm of Fromberg,Perlow& Kornik, PA., anda
personalfriend, contractswith BIQUE INTERNATIONAL, INC., typically on a
weeklybasis,as part of her legal foreclosurepractice.

JeffreyPerlow,apartneratFromberg,Perlow& Kornik, hasrecentlyappeared
beforethe Councilof North Miami Beachrepresentinga client on a licensing
matter.No partnersor associatesat Fromberg,Perlow& Kroning, exceptfor Ms.
Zion, haveeverusedBIQUE INTERNATIONAL, INC., for processserving
services.

The Countyordinancegoverningthesefacts is foundat § 2-1 1.1d. Generally,
the lawprohibitselectedofficials from voting on matterspresentedby persons
with whomtheyhavecertaincontractualor businessrelationshipsor if they
would or might be expectedto profit or be enhanced,directly or indirectly, by
actionsbroughtbeforethe Council.The prohibitedrelationshipsincludeofficer,
director,partner,of counsel,consultant,employee,fiduciary, beneficiary,
stockholder,bondholder,debtor,or creditor.
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Basedon the foregoing,theEthicsCommissionfound that you maycontractwith
Ms. Zion to performprocessservingandmayvoteon matterspresentedby all
otherassociatesandpartnersat Fromberg,Perlow& Kornik becauseyou do not
haveanyof the prohibitedrelationshipsenumeratedin the voting conflict section
of the EthicsCodewith theseotherassociatesandpartnersat the firm.

This opinionconstruesthe Miami-DadeCountyConflict of Interest& Code of
EthicsOrdinance,but is not applicableto anyconflict understate law. Inquiries
regardingpossibleconflictsunderstatelaw shouldbedirectedto the State of
FloridaCommissionon Ethics.

Pleasefeel free to contactVictoria Frigo, StaffAttorney, at 305.350.0601,or
RobertMeyersat 305.579.2594,if we can be of furtherassistancein this matter.

Sincerelyyours,
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ROBERTMEYERS
ExecutiveDirector

Copy: HowardLenard,City Attorney
17011 NE l9thAve.
North Miami Beach,FL 33162
FAX: 305-787-6004


