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Brett Bibeau,ExecutiveDirector
Miami River Commission
1407N.W. 7th Street,Suite D
Miami, FL 33125

DearMr. Bibeau:

After theMiami-DadeCommissionon Ethics and PublicTrust
issuedopinion08-08, you called my office requesting
reconsiderationof theopinionto give youanopportunityto
explaintherole of theMiami RiverCommissionwith respectto
the Miami River Greenwayproject. I spoketo theChairmanof the
Ethics Commissionandhe and I concurthat theConeof Silence
doesnot apply to conversationsandmeetingsheldby theMiami
RiverCommissionor its staffwith potentialvendorson this
project. As I understandit, therecommendation,awardand
oversightof this projectis within the exclusivecontrol of Miami-
DadeCountygovernment. Given thatthe function of theMiami
RiverCommissionin this matteris limited to offering technical
assistanceand otherformsof adviceto potential bidders,theCone
of Silencewasneverintendedto restrict suchactivities.

TherationalebehindEthics Opinion08-08wasto establishthe
principle that undercertainconditionsjoint developmentpartners
of Miami-DadeCountywould be coveredby theConeof Silence.
Therole andresponsibilitiesof theMiami RiverCommission
regardingthis projectare not that ofajoint developerwith Miami-
DadeCounty. Therefore,asstatedabove,theConeof Silence
would not apply to Miami-DadeCounty’ssolicitation for a firm to
providearchitecturalandengineeringservicesfor the Miami
Greenwayproject.

If you haveany questionsconcerningthis matter,pleasedo not
hesitateto contactmeat yourconvenience.

Sincerely,

RobertMeyers
ExecutiveDirector

cc: Amelia Cordova-Jiminez,Office ofCapital Improvements
EstherCalas,Director,Public Works
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