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DearMr. Donner:

The Commissionon Ethics& PublicTrust consideredyour requestand
renderedits opinionat a public meetingheld on September20, 2007.The
Commissionfoundthatyou areprecludedfor two yearsfollowing your
employmentwith theCity of Miami Beachfrom representingprivate
clients in codeenforcementmattersbeforeSpecialMastersin theCity of
Miami Beach.

In your letterdatedSeptember11, 2007,andin a Supplemental
MemorandumdatedSeptember19, 2007, youstatedthat, until February
17, 2007, you wereemployedby theCity of Miami Beachasa Senior
AssistantAttorney, and amongyourdutiesyouprosecutedcode
enforcementmatters.Currently,in yourprivate legalpractice,you would
like to representclients with codeenforcementmattersbeforeSpecial
Mastersin theCity of Miami Beach.

TheCommissionon Ethicsfoundthat youwere subjectto the "Two-Year
Rule" undertheCountyEthics Codeat § 2-11.1q becauseyou did not
fall within any oftheexceptionsstatedunder§ 2-1 1.1 ciJ i.e.,
representativesof governmententities,educationalinstitutions,or
nonprofitorganizationsnordid you fall within thethreeexemptionslisted
in the Miami Beachlobbyistordinanceat § 2-481 i.e., expertwitnesses,
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representativesof neighborhoodassociationswithoutcompensation,or
representativesof not-for-profit communitybasedorganizations.’

This opinion construestheMiami-DadeConflict of Interest& Codeof
Ethics Ordinance,but is not applicableto any conflict understatelaw.
Inquiriesregardingpossibleconflictsunderstatelaw shouldbe directedto
the Stateof FloridaCommissionon Ethics andlortheFloridaBar
Association.

Feel freeto contactVictoria Frigo, StaffAttorney, at 305 350-0601,or
RobertMeyersat 305 579-2594,if we canbe of fUrther assistance.

Sincerelyyours,

ROBERTMEYERS
ExecutiveDirector

CopiesviaFirst ClassMail andFax at305 .673-7002

JoseSmith, City Attorney
JeanOlin, DeputyCity Attorney

City of Miami Beach
1700 ConventionCenterDr., 4th Floor
Miami Beach,FL 33139

I Section2-483 b ofthe Miami BeachCodeexemptsattorneysfrom registeringas
lobbyistswhenrepresentingpartiesbeforequasi-judicialproceedings,but doesnot
excludeattorneysin this Capacityfrom the definitionof lobbyist at § 2-481.


