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May 21,2007
Kerry E. Rosenthal,CIWRnRSON
Gail A. Dotsoa,VICE CHAIRPERSON
SeymourGelber
Dawn E. Addy StephenR. Shelley,Esq.
Brenda Rivera The Law Office of StephenR. Shelley,PLLC
ROBERTA. MEYERS 317 North Krome Ave.
EXECVTIYEDIRECIOR Homestead,FL 33030
MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI
AIWOCATE FAX: 305 247-6855
ARDYTH WALKER
STAPPGENERALCOVNSHL Re: ROO 07-12

DearMr. Shelley:

The Commissionon Ethics& PublicTrust consideredyour requestandrendered
its opinionat apublic meetingheldon May 17, 2007.

YOU ASKED severalquestionsregardingappearanceprohibitions for your
fiancée,your fiancée’semployer,andyour landlordwhentheyappearbeforeyou
as a memberof the HomesteadPlanning& ZoningBoard.You alsoaskedabout
the requirementto disclosegifts exchangedbetweenyou andyour fiancée.

IN SUM, your fiancéeshouldnot representthird partiesbeforetheZoningBoard.
Additionally, basedon an appearanceof impropriety,the Ethics Commission
stronglyurgedthat your fiancée’semployerandyour landlordrefrain from
representingthird partiesbeforethe ZoningBoard. Finally, gifts exchanged
betweenyou andyour fiancéeareexemptfrom disclosure.

THE LEGAL BASES for this opinionarefoundat Sections2-11.1 m2 and
e2b of the EthicsCode.

Section 2-11.1m2 specificallyprohibits you from receiving"compensation,
directly, indirectly, or in anyform, for servicesrenderedto athird partywho has
appliedfor or is seekingabenefit" from theZoningBoard.

UnderSectionm2, your fiancéeis prohibitedfrom appearingbeforethe
ZoningBoardbecauseyou sharecommonhouseholdexpenses,andyour
fiancée’scompensationfor herappearancesis consideredindirectcompensation
to you.

Similarly, the EthicsCommissionstronglyrecommendedthatyour fiancée’s
employerandyour landlordrefrain from representingthirdpartiesbeforethe
ZoningBoardbecauseof possibleperceptionsthatyou arebeingindirectly
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compensated.Forexample,thepublic might assumethatyour fiancéeandyou
receivespecialbenefitswhenher employersuccessfullyappearsbefore youor
thatyou receivea rentreductionwhen your landlordsuccessfullyappearsbefore
you.

Section 2-11.1eW2b. as interpretedby the EthicsCommission,exemptsgifts
thatare customarilyandhistorically exchangedoutsideof one’sgovernment
servicefrom disclosure.Consequently,gifts exchangedbetweenyou andyour
fiancéeneednot bedisclosed.

Although not relevantunderthe factsyou presented, Section2-11.1nof the
EthicsCodewouldprohibit you from voting on mattersthatwould directly or
indireotlyaffectahusinessinwliich you or anymemberof your immediate
family hasafinancial interest.Sinceneitheryounor any immediatefamily
membercurrentlyhasa financial interestin mattersbeingbroughtbeforeyou,
youdo not havevoting conflicts asa ZoningBoardmember.

If changesoccurin the circumstancesoutlined in this letter, pleasecontactthe
CountyEthicsCommissionfor furtherdirection.

This opinionconstruesthe Miami-DadeConflict of Interest& Codeof Ethics
Ordinance,but is not applicableto anyconflict understatelaw. Inquiries
regardingpossibleconflictsunderstate law shouldbedirectedto the Stateof
FloridaCommissionon Ethics.

Pleasefeel free to contactVictoria Frigo, StaffAttorney, at 305 350-0601,or
RobertMeyersat 305 579-2594,if we canbe of furtherassistancein this
matter.

Sincerelyyours,

ROBERTMEYERS
ExecutiveDirector


