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URS Cor por ati on
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Mam , FL 33126

RE: REQUEST FOR ADVI SORY COPI NI ON 06-43
Dear M. Nardone:

The Conm ssion on Ethics and Public Trust
consi dered your request for an advisory
opinion at its neeting on July 13,2006 and
rendered its opinion based on the facts

stated in your letter

You requested an opi nion regardi ng whet her

your firmmay serve as bond engineer for the

M am - Dade Departnent of Solid Waste and

perform services for Swerdl ow Boca Devel opers

Lflated to the Munisport Landfill in North
am .

I n your request, you advised the Conm ssion
that the Munisport Landfill in North Mam is
an environnental cleanup project that is
bei ng funded by M am -Dade County solid waste
bonds. M am -Dade County has pl edged 3.6
mllion dollars to the City of North M am
for a twelve-year period ending in 2015 for
closure and cl eanup of the landfill. The
County will also provide funding for |ong-
term nonitoring and mai ntenance of the

| andfill. The bond engineer for the Mam -
Dade Solid Waste department is responsible
for nonitoring the clean-up and nmaking sure



that the funds are spent in accordance with
t he agreenent.

In 2003, M am - Dade County approved a ninety-
ni ne year |ease of the property fromthe Gty
of North Mam to Preserve Partners, Inc.
Preserve Partners, Inc. is an affiliate of
Swer dl ow Boca Devel opers. Swerdlow is
bui | ding a m xed-use devel opnent on the
property. Although North Mam retains |ega
responsibility for the clean-up of the
[andfill, Preserve Partners will assune
actual responsibility for the cleanup and pay
for any costs that exceed the County's

contri bution.

The Ethics Conm ssion founds that URS may not
provi de bond engi neering services to the
Departnent of Solid Waste and provi de

engi neering services in any capacity to
Swerdlow related to the Minisport Landfill
URS may only sinultaneously provide services
to Solid Waste and Swerdlow if the solid
wast e contract does not include any oversight
responsibility for the Miunisport Landfill.

Under the Ethics Conm ssion's prior
contractor opinions, a contractor has an
inperm ssible conflict if the firm provides
oversight on a project on which the firnms is
al so providing the services that are subject
to oversight. The bond engi neer is
responsi ble for nonitoring the use of the
bond funds provided to North Mam and
ensuring that the cleanup is proceeding
according to schedule. That role is

i nconpatible with providing engi neering
services related to the cleanup for the
private devel oper. Therefore, URS may not
serve as bond engi neer and provide services
to Swerdl ow Boca for the Minisport Landfill

Thi s opi nion construes the M am -Dade
Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics

ordi nance only and is not applicable to any
conflict under state |aw. Pl ease contact the
State of Florida Comm ssion on Ethics if you



have any questions regardi ng possible
conflicts under state |aw

I f you have any questions regarding this

opi nion, please call the undersigned at (305)
579-2594 or Ardyth \Wal ker, Staff Genera
Counsel at (305) 350-0616.

Sincerely Yours,

Il Vo

Robert Meyers
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
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