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January 10, 2002

Jacqueline Menende:z

Assistant Director

Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department
9380 N.W. 4lrst Street

Miami, FL 33178

RE: REQUEST FOR ADVISORY OPINION 02-02
Dear Ms. Menendez:

The Commission on Ethics and Public Trust
considered your request for an advisory
opinion at its meeting on January 9, 2002 and
rendered its opinion based on the facts
stated in your letter.

You requested an opinion regarding any
possible conflicts created by the Fire Board
approving payment to a Fire Board member for
Recovery services.

In your request, you advised the Commission
that Roberto DelCristo, M.D. is a member of
the Urban Search and Recovery Team and a
member of the Fire Board. Delcristo has
served as a member of the Urban Search and
Recovery Team since 1993 and was elected to
the Fire Board in 1999. As a member of the
Search and Recovery Team, Dr. Delcristo
recently provided services in New York City
during the World Trade Center emergency. The
Urban Search and Recovery Team members are
federalized when they provide services during
an emergency and the members are paid by
Federal Emergency Management Agency funds.
The federal funds are paid to the County. The
Board of County Commissioners and the Fire
Board must authorize payment to non-employee
team members. The Fire Department is
concerned that Section 2-11.1(u) (prohibited
business transactions) prohibits payment to
DelCristo.
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