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To: File

From: RobertMeyers

Subject: Use of Letterhead

Date: October21, 2004

I spoketo CommissionerLuis Garciafrom Miami Beachand JeanOlin and we discussedwhetherit was
appropriatefor the Mayor to usehis official letterheadto adviseresidentshow he believesthey ought to
voteconcerningthe Baylink ballot question. I advisedhim that the Mayor, as anelectedofficial, has the
right to speakouton mattersof public concernthat impactMiami Beach,andthis issueis certainlyone of
them. Additionally, he has the right to usehis title in his communicationswith the residents,but he should
be clearthat whenusingofficial city letterheadthe views he is expressingare his alone,not the official
positionof city. Furthermore,I advisedCommissionerGarcia that he would havethe sameright or prepare
and sendout a similar letteron his letterheadtaking the opposingview.
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I respectfullyurge thevotersofMiami Beachto voteNO on thestraw-ballotproposalfor
the rail/hangingwire trackconstructionprojectknown as "baylink". This is not the right
public transportationsystemfor our built out historic, barrierisland.

No evidencehasbeenpresentedto show this rail/wire track constructionproject will
alleviatetraffic- In fact, theproposalcalls for trainswhich sharelaneswith automobiles.

A morereasonable,effective,andrationalsystemis oneofmediumsizedbuseson rubber
wheelswhich look like trolleys. This alternativewould link all the coastalcommunities
over all thebridgesto the mainland.The systemcanfeedinto acountyrail systemwhich
is scheduledfor theNorth Eastcorridor. Coral Gableshashad greatsuccesswith their
trolleys on rubberwheels.

It is absurdto embraceexpensiveanddisnsptiverail constructionwhich limits themute
of servicewhen viable alternativesare available at a fraction of the 485 million dollar
currentprojectedcost- -

Further, the recenthurricanesbavc spurreda new awarenessof theneedto underground
electric wires. The proposedrail system would run on overheadelectric wires. The
baylink rail/wire systemis wrong for Miami Beach-We havealternativeswhich canbe
implementedeffectively and efficiently. PleaseVote NO on Miami Beachstrawballot
questionnumberI this November2, 2004.

Mayor


