INQUIRIES 2004


Inquiry #:
Date received:
Description of inquiry:

04-01

01/23/2004

Steve Blatt- Continuing bid proposal
to remain serving the Court Services Bureau





of MDC Police Department with their moving and storage needs.

04-02

01/23/2004

Alicia M. Robles- Jurisdiction matter/question.

04-03

01/28/2004

Mark Coats- Lobbying rules which are applied to County employees.

04-04

01/28/2004

Roman Gastesi- Outside employment

04-05

01/28/2004

Roger Lorenzo- Fontainebleau MAC

04-06

01/29/2004

Cynthia Curry- Voting Conflicts

04-07

01/29/2004

Mathew Price- Part-time Consultant Position

04-08

02/02/2004

Rita Silva- Lobbyist A.O. Cone of Silence

04-09

02/05/2004

Maria Lievano- Conflict of Interest in re: to Commissioner Diaz’s solicitation for





donations to the blood bank through the use of his letterhead and the Diaz Family





Foundation.

04-10

02/06/2004

Bruce Hyma- Solicitation of vendors for the Florida Association of Medical Examiner’s





educational conference.

04-11

02/06/2004

Thomas M. David- Conflict of Interest in re: to his company contracting with his





wife’s department.

04-12

02/11/2004

Councilman Paul S. Vrooman Vice-Chairman of Community Council 15 – Inquiring whether a 




conflict of interest exists if he purchases a home in a residential development that he previously 




voted approval of zoning application.
04-13

02/03/2004

The Honorable Myron Rosner – Inquiry regarding voting conflict question involving political 




consultant retained during his campaign who is now under consideration to handle the City’s




annexation advocacy plan and whether or not he (Rosner) is able to participate in discussions / vote.
04-14

02/13/2004

Alfonsina Sergio - Conflict of Interest ? – inquiring about meetings held between council members 




regarding issues that may come before the Community Council.

04-15

01/27/2004

 Rick Herrera – MDHA, Director of Housing, Planning & Development – Conflict of Interest?




Worked formerly with Miami Dade Water & Sewer and he has a professional engineers license, a 




Dade County contractor certificate and experience in the public works area. He is interested in    




supplementing his income by working privately in that area.
04-16

02/17/2004

Andrew Burgess – Is a Miami Dade County employee and is interested in volunteering to serve





on the Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee in March 2004. He would like to make sure there




is no conflict with doing this?
04-17

02/19/2004

Paul Yavis – Inquiring about serving on the Miami Dade Community Relations Board and the 





Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) at the same time. Is there a conflict?

04-18

02/19/2004

Joyce Chester/ Corrections Department – Inquiring whether contributions donated personally by 





employees violate the Code of Ethics

04-19

02/19/2004

Constance L. Butler (ERD) – Inquiring if the Martin Luther King Jr. Institute for Nonviolence 





can be compensated for the training it conducts for the County Transit Agency when the Executive




Director also serves as Chairman of MMPA. 
04-20
02/04/2004

Wilbur Bell, Vice Chair – Community Council 14 – Inquiring an opinion on the proposed 




employment of Ackerman Senterfitt and zoning as it relates to Bell serving as chairperson




on the Community Zoning Appeals Board for Area 14.
04-21

02/21/2004

Tim Keegan – Community Council 7 owns a parcel of land within his community council. 





 This parcel of land may be sold and developer may re-zone it. He is aware that he must 




not be involved with any proceedings that the council may be asked to address in regards to changes  




to the land. Would like COE to clarify requirements to eliminate any misunderstanding on his





part. 
04-22

03/9/2004

Jerry Hall – Inquiring whether a conflict of interest arises when employees assigned to the County’s





Brokerage Unit activates their real estate license.

04-23

11/25/2003

Miriam – requesting information regarding any conflicts under the Code of Ethics Ordinance as




they relate to potential legal work on behalf of a third party.

04-24

03/09/2004

Javier Marques – 

04-25

03/09/2004

David M. Wolpin – If his law firm represents a Miami Beach City Commissioner in his personal 





capacity for non-city related matters, will a voting conflict occur under Sec 2-11.1 of the County





code if the firm in the future were to appear before the City Council to seek development approval





for another client of the firm?

04-26

03/11/2004

Theresa Grant (SFETC) – Is it appropriate for an employee of the SFETC/SFW to be employed




(Non-salaried) as an “Affiliated Faculty” for the purpose of building a relationship establishing 




linkages with the education community? Is this employee exempt from completing a request for? 





Outside Employment?

04-27

03/19/2004

Kara S. Naya – Is there a conflict of interest with Evaristo Marina running for a political office / his 





his current involvement in publishing responsibilities of the El Nuevo Universal periodical. 
04-28

03/24/2004

Dr. Carey –Schuler – Solicitation letter. 
04-29

03/22/2004

Silvia Unzueta – Current Deputy Director of OCED




Has put name on a waiting list about two years ago to purchase 




a condo at First Flagler Condominiums which received 500,000 loan




from OCED. Loan was approved by the BCC, was offered to the developer





so that units would be available to low income and moderate income persons.





Should she keep her name on the waiting list?
04-30

03/05/2004

Joe Sanchez – Ethics matter concerning Antonio Wagner a former city employee





The City of Miami Community Development Department and the Latin Quarter





Cultural Center of Miami, Inc., which is in the district that Joe Sanchez represents.

04-31

03/30/2004

Billy Dominguez – Code of Ethics question 





regarding outside employment

04-32

03/25/2004

Corina Esquijarosa-  Code of Ethics question related to Planning & Zoning Dept.

04-33

04/06/2004

Andrew Burgess – County employee and CTAC member concerned of 





 possible conflict of interest by voting on the issue of a resolution concerning




the proposed Citizen Independent Transportation Trust (CITT) by the BCC.

04-34

03/27/2004

David Ferdinand – Information request regarding R&Q Architects RQO.

04-35

04/07/2004

Sonia M. Vargas – Inquiring whether it is a conflict to for the MDHA to accept



from the owner who leases their office building, the offer of payment in the amount of $300 



for sponsorship of their tent at the Corporate Run. 

04-36
04/09/2004

Jacqueline Anghel-Novick – Is the Cone of Silence applicable to the Office of the Inspector General

04-37
04/14/2004

Thomas W. Logue – City Attorney for Coral Gables




Is there a conflict of interest if when serving on the City Charter Review




Committee and representing Joel W. Robbins the Property Appraiser of Miami Dade County in a 




Lawsuit.

04-38
04/12/2004

Lynn Danheisser – RK Associates and Commissioner Gerry Goodman conflict of interest  




related to an insurance claim/settlement and Commissioner Goodman’s involvement.

04-39
04/22/2004

Harvey Ehrlich – Request for Opinion regarding the application of Section 2-11.1(q)




(two year rule) to his activities with Miami Dade County. 

04-40
04/16/2004

Nancy Rubin – Lobbyist issues/questions from the Dept. of Planning and Zoning

04-41
04/26/2004

Opheila Brown-Lawson – Inquring whether Candidate for County Commission Andre Williams




can participate in Fun With Books Event.This event is co-sponsored by Miami Gardens Jaycees for 




for which he is President.
04-42
05/04/2004

David M. Wolpin – Inquiring whether there is Prohibition in Sec 2.11.1 for a spouse to provide


               hourly consulting services in a personal capacity to the city in manners not connected to code




enforcement.

04-43
04/20/2004

Marina Khoury on behalf of Lizz Zyberk – How can she speak in favor of funding for a PDR


               program as a Consultant to the County and not appear as a Lobbyist for the County?

04-44
4/30/2004

Maria Lievano on behalf of Commissioner Diaz – Inquiring whether a conflict will occur should




his office accept 100 donated computers and desks from a company located in the Commissioner’s


district.
04-45
05/10/2004

Dan McCrea – Two Year Rule – Request for Clarification
to clarify restrictions regarding his


participation. Concern is to differentiate prohibited lobbyist activity from unrestricted citizen




activity.








   

04-46

05/07/2004

Tara Gould – Gift Disclosure
04-47

05/10/2004

Jeffrey Silbert – Inquiry regarding the re allowability of getting donations etc. to pay for food





at workshops

04-48

05/18/2004

Jurgen Teintze – Verify that conflict does not exist regarding hiring John Ritsema as a Contractor




to coordinate, monitor, and verify payment request of county reimbursed construction project





(18 Million Over three years).

04-49

05/06/2004

Frank Mena – Inquiring whether his service as Vice Chair to the Miami Dade County Living





Advisory Board, District 11 will jeopardize his company’s upcoming participation related





to RFP MDAD-004.

04-50

04/29/2004

John Hall, P.E., President / Ludovici & Orange Consulting Engineers, Inc.  




– Inquiring opinion on potential voting conflicts as they relate to company’s service





on the South Miami Dade Watershed Study Advisory Committee.

04-51

04/25/2004

Corrine Brody – Is it a conflict of interest  to attend a conference where her registration fee  





 will be paid by The Sterling Group. Currently they do not do business with the County.

04-52

04/18/2004

Edith Humes-Newbold – Inquiry of potential conflicts with Board Members who serve





South Florida Workforce Board and the South Florida Employment & Training Consortium. 





These two boards have members that represent local elected officials with representatives 





appointed from three local municipalities. City of Miami, Hialeah and Miami Beach and two





Counties (Miami Dade and Monroe) Due to the complex organizational structure are there 




potential conflicts?

04-53

05/28/2004

David M. Wolpin – Inquiry a municipal advisory board member may transact business with 





his/her municipality absence a waiver.

04-54

06/01/2004

Nina Boniske –  Miami Lakes inquiry regarding elected officials  who are running  for re-election




may vote on matters  relating to the 2004 elections. 

04-55

06/07/2004

Joel Hoffman – Vizcaya Trust Question

04-56

06/07/2004

Thomas Schramm – West Kendall Community Council.  Holdings’ application





hearing before Community Council 11 .

04-57

06/09/2004

Leslie Bone – Campaign Manager for Evelyn Greer. Can the campaign host a raffle





to win prizes during a community event to encourage voter registration?

04-58

06/09/2004

Eve Boutsis – John Breder conflict with P&Z matter.
04-59

06/11/2004

Maria Arista-Volsky – Gift Question

04-60

06/11/2004

Nick from Jose Cancela Campaign – Inquiry whether a campaign 





advertisement  violates  the county’s corporate ban on campaign contributions.
04-61

06/14/2004

Jeffrey Poppel – Public Health Trust – Inquiry regarding two seminars that PHT wishes to 





hold in the amount of $16,000.00

04-62

06/06/2004

The Honorable Ileene S. Wallace – Inquiry on potential voting conflicts as they relate to





husband’s involvement in local civil group, The Bay Harbor Citizens Coalition.

04-63

06/02/2004

Spencer Meredith – Inquiry regarding Financial Disclosure Requirements for members of 





Marine Facilities Advisory Board.

04-64

06/22/2004

Vivian Duyos – Assistant to George Burgess inquiry regarding solicitation of foursomes for the 





Habitat for Humanity’s Golf Tournament.

04-65

06/25/2004

Vivian Dullos – Gift disclosure related to a ticket that the County Manager’s wife obtained for the 





“Ball of the Wild” event at Metro Zoo.

04-66

06/24/2004

Robert Ashby – Inquiry pertaining to vendor-sponsored / paid travel for County Employees.

04-67

06/24/2004

Patricia Keon –  Inquiry as to  whether Commissioner Morales  can hold a Town Hall 





meeting on the GOB, while at the same instance his name is on the ballot  as well  for the November





election.

04-68

06/22/2004

The Honorable Betty Ferguson – Inquiry regarding the financial disclosure rules charter review




committee members.
04-69

06/29/2004

Bernard McGriff -  Requesting an opinion regarding alleged potential conflict of interest associated





with the construction of Martin Luther King Jr. Transit Station.

04-70

06/29/2004

Donn Patchen – Inquiry regarding participation in a focus group 

04-71

06/30/2004

Penelope Townsley- Inquiry regarding Inactive Voters

04-72

06/30/2004

Audie Thompson – Outside Employment


04-73

06/22/2004

Ester Abolila – Inquiry regarding Commissioner Morales’s solicitation letter.

04-74

07/01/2004

Felix Valdes ( WASD) –  Inquiry  regarding License Activation

04-75 

07/01/2004

John B. Riley –Currently a member of AHAB, and is applying for a Rehabilitation loan. 





Does a conflict exist? 

04-76
07/02/2004

Elizabeth Rockwell – Inquiry regarding Sunshine Law Violation

04-77
06/30/2004

Walter J. Foeman –  Inquiry regarding Financial Disclosure Filing for certain ranked employees

04-78
06/25/2004

David M. Wolpin – Inquiry regarding new Travel Expense provision.

04-79
07/02/2004

Eve Boutsis – Inquiry whether City of Miami Beach Housing Agency  official are required to  file




financial disclosure forms.

04-80
07/02/2004

Maude Steel – City of Miami, Department of Community Development / Do members of Housing




& Commercial Loan Committee file financial disclosure statements? 

04-81
06/25/2004

David M. Wolpin – Inquiry regarding travel expense provision.

04-82
07/09/2004

Eve Boutsis – Inquiry regarding seeking an interim director for board and HUD’s recommendation




to chair to make contact with a potential candidate. Chair is a commissioners aid.
04-83
07/12/2004

Elizabeth Hernandez- Inquiry whether letter of support can be printed on city letterhead.

04-84
07/14/2004

Jason E. Rodriguez – Boundaries Commission and a Coral Gables Annexation Application
04-85
07/19/2004

Yolanda Aguilar – Inquiry with regard to potential conflict of interest with regard to her participation




in a letter writing campaign to support the Miami-Dade County Commissioner salary increase 




referendum. She is the City Manager for the City of West Miami.

04-86
07/12/2004

Andrew Burgess – Inquiry regarding Sunshine Law

04-87
07/12/2004

Marsha Matson – Inquiry on potential conflict of interest regarding Community Council




members who are officers of an organization appearing regularly before a particular council.

04-88
07/14/2004

Annetta C. Nelson -  Inquiry whether an employee’s participation as an elected rep for her




district is in conflict with the A.O.
04-89
07/19/2004

Jimmy Nickerson – Inquiry regarding conflicts for employees applying for grants (CDBG)
04-90
07/21/2004

Beverly R. Morrison – Inquiry regarding limitations on fundraising.
04-91
07/21/2004

Leland S. Salomon – Inquiry regarding Ethics review of PAC participation
04-92
07/21/2004

Marcus Cuervo – Inquiry regarding Cone of  Silence
04-93
07/21/2004

Tara L. Gould – Inquiry regarding Section 2-11.39.2, Miami-Dade County Code

04-94
02/11/2004

Al Childress -  Conflict of Interest inquiry. 
04-95
07/20/2004

Eve Boutsis – Inquiry regarding potential conflicts of interests under MDC Conflict




of Interest and Code of Ethics Ordinance and the ‘Lobbyist’ provisions under the




Village of Palmetto Bay Charter as they relate to Council Member Paul Neidhart’s 




Re-election campaign.

04-96
07/28/2004

Catherine Minnis – Inquiry seeking clarification of a 1998 COE opinion barring 




solicitation of gifts for use in the United Way campaign.

04-97
07/27/2004

Karen Toledo – Inquiry regarding outside employment – possible conflict



of interest.

04-98
07/28/2004

Maria Lievano – Inquiry whether there is a potential conflict of interest for Commissioner Jose 




“Pepe” Diaz to accept an invitation to fly via private jet to participate in the Republican National




Convention in NYC.

04-99
08/02/2004

David Forestier – Inquiry ordinance interpretation 

04-100
08/04/2004

David Wolpin – Inquiry regarding Sec. 2-11.1 (n) “ Actions prohibited  when financial interests 




involved.

04-101
07/29/2004

bjcampaign@aolcom – Campaign question
04-102
08/13/2004

Benjamin Cedeno – Use of Gerrie Fontenela as a realtor.




Ms. Fontenela has filed complaints in the past with the COE. Wife Rachelle Cedeno is currently




employed as an Administrative Assistant with COE. Is there a conflict to use her services as a 




realtor?

04-103
08/09/2004

Karen S. Naya – Movie Passes- Conflict of Interest

04-104 
08/18/2004

Charles Byrd –  Inquiry regarding any conflicts between his chairmanship of loan committee



for the Urban Task Force and his marketing activities on behalf of the task force.

04-105
07/08/2004

John Prats – Conflcit of Interest question relating to Ordinance 02-117 .
04-106
08/26/2004

Elizabeth Rockwell – Ethics inquiry related to a protocol issue
04-107
08/17/2004

Rafael Cabrera – Inquiry regarding Waiver of Plat D-21537
04-108
09/07/2004

Marsha Matson – Inquiry regarding rights by the public  notice




of neighborhood meetings by the Village of Palmetto Bay.

04-109
09/07/2004

David M. Wolpin – Inquiry regarding Security District and Councilman Berlin

04-110


Reserved for Ardyth

04-111
09/17/2004

Marianela  Moreno – Staff would like to take up a collection for fellow co-worker who is ill. Is there 



 a conflict? 

04-112
09/14/2004

Debra Owens – Conflict of Interest as it relates to payment of travel by trip sponsored by




GERO.

04-113
09/23/2004

Glenn Saks – Domestic Violence Oversight Board Events

04-114
09/21/2004

Ray Scher – An annual conference that Active Strategy ( County Bidder) is holding and 




whether it is proper for this them to waive registration fee.

04-115
09/21/2004

Maritza Zuanznabar – Can the Mayor of Golden Beach contract with the County’s Housing




Agency to provide Section 8 housing.

04-116
09/28/2004

Honorable Rebeca Sosa, Commissioner District 6 – Regarding donating a portion of district funds




to the Parent Teacher Student Association ( PTSA)

04-117
09/29/2004

Alicio Pina – Inquiry regarding participation on County Planning Advisory Board and representation 




of legal staff to assist with a zoning application to be presented to the County’s Community Council.

04-118
10/01/2004

Elizabeth Hernandez- Inquiry regarding one of the city commissioners business relationship with




a bank that is coming before the city commission for approvals for both alley vacations and zoning




matters
04-119
10/01/2004

Jonathan Kroner- Inquiry regarding  Books Gifts & Sec 2-11.1(e) (2) (d)

04-120
10/01/2004

David M. Wolpin – Inquiry regarding Security District

04-121
10/01/2004

Commissioner Joe A. Martinez – Disposal of surplus funds
04-122
10/12/2004

Joe A. Martinez (Dist. 11) – Regarding purchase of lot from Caribe Homes, and




County’s Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics Ordinance.


04-123
1018/2004

Jesus Rodriguez ( Council Member) – Participation in preparing and/ or presenting 



Community Council Zoning Cases.

04-124
10/19/2004

Linda Kelly Kearson – Inquiry regarding Chief Judge Farina and filing of  second 




financial disclosure form.  

04-125
10/21/2004

Commissioner Luis Garcia / Jean Olin – Mayor of Miami Beach use of Letterhead
04-126
10/21/2004

Rafael Martinez –  Discussion/ participation by a  person who sits on the  Miami Dade County Youth 



CrimeTask Force who is employed by and community- based organization which is partially




funded by the task force

04-127
10/21/2004

Vaughn E. Tooley - MDC Domestic Violence Oversight Board, inquiring whether or not



a Board Member can ask the Commissioner that appoints them or other commissioners for




money to fund initiatives undertaken by their agencies for domestic violence projects.

04-128
10/28/2004

Felix Perez  (ETSD) – Inquiry regarding Ethics Compliance and travel expenses paid by 



other government entities.

04-129
11/02/2004

Eve Boutsis –  Questions related to seminar on 11/1/04
04-130
11/03/2004

Javier Vasquez – Regarding legal representation of councilmember Wilbur Bell who has rela estate 




matters that are going before his community council.

04-131
11/11/2004

John Hearn- Regarding elected officials who serve as officers of non-profit organizations.

04-132
11/12/2004

William Herryman- Requesting that the Ethics Commission give a waiver of the conflict of 




interest in order to allow an item to be approved by the Plat Committee
04-133
11/19/2004

Arnetha Thomas – Inquiry regarding outside employment status

04-134
11/22/2004

Ricisak Troner – CITT related questions

04-135
11/23/2004

Farrell Owens – Inquiry regarding CRB Conflict of Interest


04-136
11/24/04

John Hearn – Inquiry regarding gift disclosure requirements for the Mayor of  Doral



who would host a lunch for the Mayors of NW Dade.
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