
August 14, 2003

RobertChishoim
RE ChishoimArchitects,Inc.
7254 S.W. 48th Street
Mianii,FL 33155

ETHICS COMMISSIONERS

Kerry E. Rosenthal, Chairman
Robert H. Newman, Vice Chairman
Gail Dotson
Dawn Addy
Elizabeth M. Iglesias

ROBERTA. MEYERS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI
ADVOCATE

ARDYTH WALKER
S1AFF GENERAL COUNSEL

DearMr. Chishoim,

On July 28, 2003, I sentyou a letterbasedupona requestfor
opinionregardingany conflicts that couldpotentiallyrelateto your
serviceon thePlanningand ZoningP & Z Boardfor theCity of
Coral Gables. I advisedyou that underSection2-11.1v of the
Conflict of InterestandCodeofEthics Ordinanceyou would not
be permittedto voteon matterscoming to your Boardthat
involved your finn andits clients. However,I shouldhavepointed
out to you anotherprovisionofthe CountyCodeof Ethicsthat
could impactyourdecisionto sit on theP & Z Boardaswell.

Specifically,2-11.1m2 coversboardmemberswho appear
beforetheir own boards,eitherdirectly or throughan associate.
Furthermore,this provisionalso addressesboardmemberswho
receivecompensation,directlyor indirectly, from thirdpartieswho
appearbeforetheir boards.In effect, if yourclient seeksa benefit
from theP & Z Board,you cannotsit on this boardif thebenefit
soughtby your client is connectedto thework your firm is
expectedto performundertheagreementbetweenyour firm and
theclient. Thus, dependingupon thenatureof theprojectunder
considerationby theP & Z Board, andthetermsandconditionsof
your engagementwith this client, you couldbeprohibitedfrom
sitting on this board. Thesecasesare quite fact-specific,which
makesit difficult to provideyou with a definitive conclusionuntil I
havea betterunderstandingof all therelevantfacts.

I hopetheabovegivesyou additional informationto assistyou in
determiningwhetheryou should serveon theCity’s Planningand
ZoningBoard. If you haveany questions,pleasedo not hesitateto
contactmeat your convenience.

Sincerely,

RobertMeyers,ExecutiveDirector

cc: ElizabethHernandez,City Attorney, Coral Gables



July 28, 2003

ETHICS COMMISSIONERS

Kerry E. Rosenthal, Chairman
RobertH. Newman, Vice Chairman
Gail Dotson
Dawn Addy
ElizabethM. Iglesias

ROBERTA. MEYERS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MICHAEL P. MURAWSICI
ADVOCATE

ARDYTH WALKER
STAFF GENERALCOUNSEL

RobertChishoim
RE Chisholiii ArchitectS, Inc.

7254S.W. 4S Street
Miami, FL 33155

RE: REQUEST FOR OPINION

DearMr. Chishoim:

You requestedan opinionregardingany conflicts as

theyrelateto your potentialserviceon theCity of Coral

GablesPlanning& ZoningBoard.

Accordingto thefacts statedin your letter,you are

PresidentofChishoimArchitects,Inc. Your firm

representsaclient whoseprojectwill appearbeforethe

Planning& ZoningBoardin thenearfuture.

TheConflict ofInterestand CodeofEthicsOrdinance
permitsyou to serveon thePlanning& ZoningBoard.
Section2-11.1v "Voting Conflicts: Membersof
Advisory andQuasi-JudicialBoards,"provides,

No personincluded in the termsdefined in subsections

b 3 quasi-judicialpersonneland b 4 advisory
personnelshall vote on any matter presentedto an
advisory, board or quasi-judicial board on which the
personsits if theboardmemberwill be directly affected
by the actionofthe boardon which thememberserves,
and the board member has any of the following
relationships with any of the persons or entities
appearingbeforetheboard: i officer, director,partner,
of counsel, consultant, employee, fiduciary or
beneficiary; or ii stockholder,bondholder, debtor or
creditor.

Therefore,while you may serveon theboard,you may
not voteon mattersinvolving your firm and its clients.

This opinionconstruestheMiami-DadeCountyConflict
ofInterestandCodeofEthicsOrdinanceonly andis not
applicableto any conflict understatelaw. Pleasecontact



theStateofFloridaCommissionon Ethics shouldyou
haveanyquestionsregardingpossibleconflictsunder
statelaw.

SyYours,

ROBERT MEYERS
ExecutiveDirector

Cc: ElizabethHernandez
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July 23, 2003

Mr. Robert Meyers
Executive Director
Miami-Dads County Commission
On Ethics and Public Trust
19 West Flagler Street
Suite 207
Miami, Florida 33130

Re: City of Coral Gables
Planning & Zoning Board

Dear Mr. Meyers:

Via Fax
305-579-0273

I would like to request an opinion on whether my serving on the above board, shou d I
be selected, would be a possible conflict of interest; considering that my cifee will
represent a clienra project, in which we are the architects, before this board in the ii ar
future.

I would be
response.

Cordially,

very grateful if you would advise accordingly and I look forward to y.wr

izabeth M. Hernandez, Esq., City Attorney
of Coral Gables I 305-460-5264
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