INQUIRIES 2003

DATE

INQ #

SUBJECT MATTER






JAN.

03-01

Soliciting sponsorships- JC Romano works in 

Miami-Dade DPM. He asked whether he could solicit contributions from County vendors for a not-for-profit volleyball club. He may only solicit sponsorships from those vendors who do not fall within his employment scope. Advised of the appearance problem.

________________________________________________________________________

JAN.
03-02

Compulsory Disclosure-Alex Palenzuela- City manager 

should disclose spouse’s employment with a development company that has substantial business commitments with the city. In instances where the city manager is required to  review, approve, etc… matters that pertain to that company, he should delegate those duties.

________________________________________________________________________

JAN.
03-03

Employee serving on advisory board- Roman Gastesi 

Nothing in the Code of Ethics prohibits county employees from serving on advisory boards.

________________________________________________________________________

JAN.
03-04

Modifications to the Ethics Ordinance - Juan Carlos Del 

Valle a policy analyst with the Mayor’s office submitted a 

draft code of ethics for Miami-Dade Health Authority. Includes “opt-out” provisions. See file for further details.

________________________________________________________________________

JAN.

03-05

County Employee on Charter Commission- Patricia 

Braynon, Director of the Housing Finance Authority may serve on the Miami Gardens Charter Commission. 

________________________________________________________________________

JAN.

03-06

County Employee on Charter Commission- Alphonse 

Brewster, Deputy Director of the Housing Finance Authority may serve on the Miami Gardens Charter Commission. 

________________________________________________________________________

JAN.

03-07

Selection Committee Questions-Mara Austin-  May sign 

an affidavit regarding son’s work as long as the subcontractor or temporary firm is not one of the companies in the selection process.

________________________________________________________________________

FEB.

03-08

“Two-Year Rule”-Miguel De Grandy- confirmed the 

expiration date of the rule for an employee, who was a former County Commissioner aide.

FEB.
03-09

Nepotism-Alan Weitzel- Regional Manager with Parks and 

Rec. asked whether the Code of Ethics would prohibit him from hiring Vivian Uchdorf, whose sister works in the same department. No prohibition exists since nepotism only applies in cases where relatives directly supervise, or hire/promote one another.

________________________________________________________________________

FEB.

03-10

Master Plan Change Application-Pete Cabrera, Doral 

Community Council member inquired about meeting with a zoning attorney. Permitted to meet because the matter is legislative, not quasi-judicial.

________________________________________________________________________

FEB.

03-11

Master Plan Change Application- Juan Bermudez, Doral 

Community Council member- SAME MATTER AS INQ 03-10.

________________________________________________________________________

FEB

03-12

Gifts- Ondina Brusso, Office of Safe Neighborhood Parks, 

may accept an offer of a discount for her daughter’s wedding at Fairchild Tropical Gardens, but must report the discount as a gift.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-13

Official soliciting donations for nonprofit- John Feinberg 

of the West Kendall Community Council, runs a missionary non-profit organization. The contributions he solicits also support his salary for the work performed. The Code of Ethics bars him from soliciting as a public official, cannot mention that he is a public official, use official letterhead and cannot solicit contributions during public meetings. Advised to be careful since he directly benefits.

**Also, you may participate/vote on in matters involving applicants who are represented by attorneys who have contributed to the nonprofit.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-14

Employees Serving on Advisory Board- David Didona, 

with the Building Department, may serve on the CTQB Board. However, he may not participate in board matters that are within the scope of his employment. He should resign if the board is regularly dealing with such matters.

MAR.

03-15

Lobbyist registration- Miguel Diaz de la Portilla is not 

required to register as a lobbyist while representing a client before the Debarment Committee since it is not a County Board.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-16

Outside employment-Off-duty police officers, if receiving 

payment from a third party must file disclosure forms, even if the assignment is through the City.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-17

Employee serving on Advisory Board-Roman Gastesi 

may serve on the MMAP Trust Nominating Council.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-18

Employee solicitation- Norma Sentmanat asked whether 

she may post information about a diet plan her boyfriend sells on County bulletin boards. She may do so as long as she does not solicit co-workers directly during work hours.

MAR.

03-19

Gifts- The County Manager may accept an all-expense paid 

trip to Sweden to speak at a conference. He must disclose the value of the gift on the quarterly gift disclosure form with the Clerk.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-20

Outside Employment-Jeff Lampert, MDFR, may sell 

health insurance to County employees, except co-workers in the Fire Department. Cannot use county equipment or solicit business on County property or during County time.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-21

Gift solicitation-ERD would like to solicit donations to 

support the department’s 1st Annual picnic. May solicit from vendors not doing business with the department. ERD cannot file gift disclosure forms on behalf of third parties.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-22

Gift Policy- County Manager has not issued an official 

countywide gift ban policy. The County Attorney’s Office recommends that perishable gift items be donated. Some departments have instituted a gift ban. If gifts are valued at less than $25, they do not need to be reported. Unless, the gift is a quid pro quo, then value is irrelevant, and if a series of gifts in a quarter add up to $25 or more, i.e., same vendor takes one to lunch 3 times in a quarter and each time spends $10, such gifts must be reported.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR. 

03-23

Conflict of Interest- Maria Guzman inquired whether a K9 

Officer in another city may bid on a County police dog RFP. The officer may submit the bid; however, the only potential problem would be if the officer were awarded the contract and part of those responsibilities overlapped with the city duties.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR. 

03-24

Voting Conflict-Juan Carlos Bermudez of Community 

Council 9 may participate in a matter involving a variance request by a homeowner who lives in Doral Isles Association, of which Mr. Bermudez is a member. However, if the association has reviewed this matter first, then he would have to recuse himself--no ex parte communications in quasi-judicial settings.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR. 

03-25

Outside employment- City of Coral Gables police officers 

who work off-duty jobs, even though coordinated through the police department but salaries paid by third parties, must file outside employment forms and disclose income earned.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-26

Gifts-Assia Alexnadrova, with eGov, may accept IBM’s 

payment of travel and lodging expenses to Peru to make a presentation about her department. She must disclose the value of the expenses.

________________________________________________________________________

MAR.

03-27

Cone of Silence-Department may notify losing vendors 

after the job has been awarded.

________________________________________________________________________

APR.

03-28

Gifts-Gail Daniels with ERD, secured some free coupons 

from department food vendors for an employee picnic. While acceptable under the Code of Ethics, Robert advised to check with the County Attorney about whether it’s permissible under the AO.

________________________________________________________________________

APR

03-29

Citizens’ Bill of Rights- County attorneys are covered by 

the Ordinance, but outside attorneys and law firms are not.

________________________________________________________________________

APR.

03-30

Honorarium for public officials- The county Code of 

Ethics does not address this. Under state law, elected officials may accept honorarium for speaking engagements, unless the speaking engagement is related to public office or is received from a lobbyist, employer, principal, partner or firm of a lobbyist or a political committee.

________________________________________________________________________

APR.

03-31

Conference attendance-Jay Flynn may have Identitech 

pay for travel costs since he will speak at the conference. Preferred course of action would be to have the County pay for travel.

________________________________________________________________________

APR.

03-32

Employee running for office- Oscar Braynon would have 

to take a leave of absence from County position to run for elective office in Miami Gardens. If elected, must forfeit position with MMAP.

________________________________________________________________________

APR.

03-33

Gifts- Employee won a free trip to attend a conference 

sponsored by a technology research group, Gartner. She may attend but must disclose the gift on a gift disclosure form.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-34

Gift Solicitations- Commissioner Martinez may appear 

on a radio talk show and appeal to the public to attend a charity event. As a general rule the Code of Ethics prohibits elected officials from soliciting gifts or contributions unless it’s for official business.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-35

Doing business- Pastor Mark Coats, an employee with the 

County Mayor’s office asked if he had a conflict because a CDC which shares space with his Church is seeking funding from the County. There is no conflict since the church and CDC are separate legal entities and the Pastor has no responsibilities with the CDC. He cannot represent the CDC before the BCC.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-36

Gifts- Sheila Siddiqui may have a vendor pay for a 

negotiation trip re. a contract; however it’s preferable that the department pay. If the vendor pays, must disclose the amount of the trip on a gift disclosure form.

MAY

03-37

Employees working on campaigns- Andrew Wilfork, 

Director SWM, may express opinions on issues and candidates and participate in campaigns during off-duty hours. Cannot use official position to reward employees for supporting your candidate or punish those who refuse to contribute or support the candidate.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-38

Applicable election laws- Les Williams inquired about 

which campaign contribution laws apply to municipal campaigns. State law applies since the County’s law does not extend to the cities and the Miami Gardens City charter is silent on the matter.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-39

Doing business-Commissioner Maria Anderson of Coral 

Gables serves as a nonvoting member on the local Business Improvement District [BID]. BID is considering contracting  with your husband’s firm on an e-commerce plan. The Code permits your husband to do business with BID since it does not meet the definition of a board under the Code of Ethics. As a prudent measure, although not required, the Commissioner may absent herself from the discussion of BID’s e-commerce plan.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-40

Section 8- Julia Delgado, works in MDHA and serves on 

the BOD of Horizons West Condo Assc’n. A Section 8 tenant is considering renting a unit in the building. Should a Section 8 tenant rent in your building and an issue came up which required BOD action, she should not participate in these discussions or vote on any matter involving Section 8 tenants.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-41

Conflict of Interest applicability- South Florida 

Workforce Board of Miami-Dade and Monroe is not bound by the County’s Code of Ethics policy.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-42

Lobbying- Millie Herrera, A Community Council 12 

member would like to lobby the BCC on behalf of a client regarding a travel services management RFP. She may lobby the BCC. The Code prohibits her from appearing before her own board or representing clients before the BCC on land use and zoning matters.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-43

Outside Employment-Andrew Mullings inquired about 

any conflict with Rina Gomez, an ERD employee teaching an FIU ethics course in a County building to County employees. She may teach the course since it is considerably different from the current county ethics training.

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-44

SEE 03-31 

________________________________________________________________________

MAY

03-45

Serving on a County Board-Mike Abrams. His firm’s 

prior representation of Dade County and Jackson on legislative matters does not prohibit him from serving on the CITT. Secondly, the fact that his firm represents companies that do business with Dade County does not preclude him from serving on CITT; however, he would have to recuse himself if these companies appear before CITT.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-46              Contracting with the County-No conflict of interest for a 

former CRB member to enter into a professional services agreement contract with the County.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN
03-47

Lobbyist Registration- Members of Raymond 

James financial services do need to register as lobbyists with the County for providing work with municipal bond issues.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-48

Financial disclosure- Advisory board member required to 

file even if the board never conducted a meeting.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-49

Advisory board exemption-Boards not explicitly listed in 

a city resolution exempting them from the Code of Ethics would be subject to Ethics Commission jurisdiction. See file for a list of  Coral Gables exempt advisory boards.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-50

City advisory board voting conflicts- Matter involving a 

minister and his church. Attorney resolved question before COE response.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-51

Gifts- Karen Naya asked whether she could accept baseball 

tickets from a radio station that is a vendor with the Communications Dept. Referred to CA. If given in connection with public duties then may not accept.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-52

Two-year rule- Gus Exposito, former Community Council 

member, inquired about appearing before his former Council on behalf of a HOA.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-53

Gift Policy-Dan Gonzales asked if employees may accept 

travel costs from a provider to visit the provider’s home office. Robert advised that although legal under the code, the county should incur those costs.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN 

03-54

Voting Conflict-Pete Cabrera See 02-58

________________________________________________________________________

JUN 

03-55

Official’s using letterhead-requested opinions/inquiries 

regarding proper use of official letterhead by elected officials

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-56

Financial Disclosure-Chief Revenue Collector with the 

City of Coral Gables does not need to fill out a financial disclosure form.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-57

Serving on a board-Commissioner Carey-Shuler’s aide 

may serve on the board of a local bank.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-58

Financial Disclosure-Ralph McCloud requested assistance 

in filling out the form.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-59

Financial Disclosure- an elected official only has to file 

one form a year. So, if the individual filed as a candidate in 2003 he/she would not need to file again in 2003, since the information already provided.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-60

Solicitations-Commissioner Joe Martinez-

Commissioners may solicit funds for County Business.

JUN

03-61

Cone of Silence-Faith Samuels-meetings to discuss legal 

issues concerning contract language between a company’s lawyer and the County attorney do not violate the cone of silence.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-62

Financial Disclosure- Rolando Gonzalez- Financial 

disclosure requirements for certain Water & sewer dept. personnel-see file

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-63

Outside Employment-Eugene Leonard-a county employee 

who is sole owner of an S-Corp must disclose revenues the company made on an outside employment form.

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-64

Official’s using letterhead-Commissioner Rolle- media 

advisory permitted under the Code of Ethics-see file for release

________________________________________________________________________

JUN

03-65

Citizens’ Bill of Rights- Mike Thornton-Citizens’ Bill of 

Rights applies to the Municipalities.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL 

03-66

Two-year rule-Harvey Erlich- A former County employee, 

may provide architectural services to the County as a consultant, as long as he does not lobby.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-67

Advisory Boards-Wilfredo Gort-May serve on the ITC 

and while serving as Senior VP for a company that is doing business with the County. The company’s work is not related to the activities of the ITC.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-68

Financial Disclosure and Outside Employment-Wayne 

Sutton-sought clarification/distinction of what information is required on the forms.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-69

Outside Employment-Miriam Singer-if employee does not 

accept payment then it is not considered outside employment. Procurement officer may work as NASDAQ manager for 2 weeks if permitted by the department director.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-70

Lobbying laws-David Wolpin sought clarification about 

the quasi-judicial exceptions as they apply to cities who permit exparte communications in certain circumstances.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-71

Voting Conflict-Bill Koppel may vote on WalMart matter 

while owning 100 shares-de minimis interest.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-72

Use of County property-Sheila Siddiqui-referred to Risk 

Management, GSA

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-73

Financial Disclosure-Betty Arguelles, Clerk of Miami 

Lakes was advised that architects, code officers, engineers, who are consultants to the city must file financial disclosure.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-74

Two-year rule-Tom David, Former Asst. County Manager, 

may lobby on behalf of the Collins Center because of the exemption for nonprofits and educational institutions.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-75

Voting Conflict-Robert Dugger, Commissioner in North 

Bay Village, may vote on a zoning matter involving his friend Al Coletta, from whom he rents his house but has none of the enumerated relationships as listed in the Code.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL 

03-76

Voting Conflict-Robert Chisholm may serve on the City 

of Coral Gables Planning & Zoning Board even if his firm’s client will have a presentation before the board in the near future. Will have to recuse himself at that time.

________________________________________________________________________

JUL

03-77

Transacting business with the County-Dorrin Rolle 

requested guidelines relating to JESCA’s  contractual relationship with the County. See file for guidelines pertaining to an upcoming MDT bid. 

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-78

Lobbying-Mark Renaud sought clarification on what 

constitutes lobbying. 1) Grassroots activity and a corporation hiring a vendor to call the corp.’s customer’s urging them to contact local officials is not considered lobbying under the Code of Ethics. 2) A corp. donating money to a coalition that is engaged in lobbying activities may trigger lobbyist registration, depending upon the circumstances. [See file]

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-79

Gifts/Raffle-GSA may hold a raffle for a MDPD/GSA 

Harley, with proceeds split between GSA and the United Way. Winner of the raffle must disclose the prize as a gift. Employees in those depts. may purchase a raffle ticket.

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-80

Outside Employment-Rosalind Morgan may work for the 

city of Miami Gardens in preparing its budget. Must get permission and disclose income.

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-81

Advisory Boards- No conflict for an employee to serve on 

two advisory boards; one with the County one with the School board. See file.

 ________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-82

Gifts-Nicole Hefty with DERM may solicit corp. sponsors 

for its Env. Essentials Workshop-official county business.

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-83

Transacting Business-Jay Flynn, of ERD, was advised 

that there is no conflict of interest for Barry University to contract with the Dept to provide a certificate program in human resources, of which his wife would be the principal instructor. He is not involved in the administration of the program or the decision to award Barry the contract.  

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-84

Conflict/Collusion- Ines Beecher of WPD was advised that 

there is no anti-collusion provision in the COE.

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-85

Outside Employment-Mary Wagner-See file for detailed 

explanation of outside employment rules and requirements.

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-86

Transacting Business-Wendy Norris’s Asst. Director of 

GSA has no conflict due to her husband’s and father’s employment as commercial insurance brokers. She oversees the County’s property insurance.

________________________________________________________________________

AUG

03-87

Financial Disclosure-Martha Gonzalez was advised that 

certain employees must file by July 1st after their last year in a position that required disclosure.

SEP

03-88

Gifts-Gil Delgado of Parks & Rec may accept a trip to 

attend a water management site tour; however he must report the trip as a gift.

________________________________________________________________________

SEP

03-89

Outside Employment-Nora Palou, Ethics Officer for the 

Building Department, asked if the following activities constitute outside employment. Farm/Grove ownership: NO, if just land interest, if selling products grown on the land then yes; military service-no; rental property-yes, if more than one property rented.

________________________________________________________________________

SEP

03-90

Outside Employment-Dranell Kimbrew may engage in 

outside employment with his online procurement firm, subject to certain restrictions.

________________________________________________________________________

SEP

03-91

Cone of Silence- Selena Williams- the Chair of  a selection 

committee, a nonvoting member, may not communicate with the County Manager regarding an RFP until the committee has submitted an award recommendation to the Manager.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-92

Gifts/solicitations-Barbara Dunlop-Risk Management may 

ask County vendors to make donations to the American Cancer Society walk.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT 

03-93

Fundraising on behalf of noprofit Dr. Shuler inquired 

about her membership on the Carrie Meek Foundation.  She 

may accept the appointment; however should the foundation seek County funds she may not vote or participate in any matters pertaining to the Foundation.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT 

03-94

Voting conflict-Tony Fraya, of the CDMP may vote to 

ratify the entire master plan package even though he was conflicted out regarding one of the amendments.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT 

03-95

Transacting Business with County-Community Council 

Member Roy Bustillo, there is no conflict for FCL to contract with the Port, since he owns a 5% interest in the company.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT 

03-96

Gift solicitations-Commissioner Martinez’s office may 

solicit gifts (toys and  turkeys) to distribute to the needy. However, his solicitation must be broadly-based; in other words, not directed to only campaign contributors or vendors.

OCT

03-97

Fundraising activities-Hilda Castillo, of the DPZ, asked 

whether an employee who works as zoning plans processor may participate in fundraising activities for his HOA-yes, as long as done outside his official capacity.  Secondly, the same employee is permitted to purchase property that might be rezoned as long as he plays no role in the decision to grant the zoning variance.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-98

PSA for County Commissioner-Cynthia Jones-

Communications Dept. may produce PSA’s on behalf of Commissioner Martinez’s toy and turkey drive for the needy. [See 03-96]
________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-99

Financial Disclosure-Sylvia Scheider advised to contact 

state ethics commission with regard to financial disclosure forms for employees and board members leaving public office

________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-100

PHT membership by County Commissioner-Raul de la 

Torre, a County Commissioner may not serve as an ex-officio member of the PHT while serving as a board member of a private hospital if the entities have a competing relationship, i.e. competing for indigent patients

________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-101

Compulsory Disclosure- Carol Kruse, responsible for 

purchasing with Parks & Rec., should delegate her purchasing duties as they relate to her husband’s employer/company and disclose the nature of her spouse’s company’s business contracts with the County.  The company is not prohibited from doing business with her dept.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-102

Gift disclosure- Commissioner Katy Sorenson received 

several art books from an art gallery. Even though she donated them, she needs to disclose the value of the books received and the fact that she donated them.

________________________________________________________________________

OCT

03-103

Doing business- Diane Leray. No conflict. See file-request 

not clear.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-104

Gifts-Christina Baccogianis. DERM may reuse AA 

vouchers donated for Baynanza to pay for employee’s travel. Dept. chief should report the gift on behalf of the department and disclose the value of the voucher.

NOV

03-105

Advisory Board Voting Conflict-Jeff Rynor may serve on 

the Board of the Vizcayans and Chair the Vizcaya Trust and vote on matters dealing with the organizations because does not meet both prongs of the voting conflicts provision. 

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-106

Gifts-Judi Zito does not need to report the scholarship 

received to attend a Harvard leadership conference since she was working during the event in her official capacity.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-107

Lobbying- Gisela Salas-Under the Code of Ethics, County 

employees may lobby the State Legislature as part of a larger association.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-108

Voting Conflict-Bob Wolf may not serve on the MAC and 

the Boundaries Commission since the Boundaries Commission approves and makes recommendations about issues facing the MACs.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV 

03-109

Voting Conflicts- Alex Palenzuela inquired on behalf of a 

city official. A city council member, who is a bank employee [no financial interest in the bank] may vote on matters involving bank clients, as long as the council member does not work with the clients directly or manage loans related to the client’s development projects.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-110

Doing Business with Agency- Chairperson of a city 

housing agency may not participate as a landlord in the city’s Section 8 program.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-111

Campaign Contributions-Potential county vendors may 

contribute to the campaigns of sitting commissioners.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-112

Advisory Board Member’s Firm-Ian Martinez may serve 

on the Boundaries Commission while his law firm is County bond counsel. The responsibilities are unrelated and he does not have a controlling financial interest in the firm.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-113

Advisory Board Voting Conflict- Cathy Swanson, a 

public school teacher, may serve on the Gables’s School Community Relations Committee. Some seats are reserved for school employees and there is no direct benefit to the employee.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-114

Use of County Car- Esther Garcia was referred to Risk 

Mgmt. GSA, however using the County car to go to the gym during lunch would not be considered exploitation of official position.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-115

Two-year rule-Danny Alvarez, former County 

Transportation Director, may consult municipalities on public transportation plans; however he may not lobby County officials for two years [10/31/05]. His firm may lobby but cannot include or identify Mr. Alvarez in those efforts.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-116

Two Year rule- Former Asst. City Attorney, Miriam Maer, 

may perform legal work for a third party, which will require submitting administrative requests and reviewing documents in the City of Miami, but cannot lobby any one in that government for a period of two years.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-117

Cone of Silence-Dave Murray, Asst. County Attorney, was 

advised that the cone of silence does not apply to the Development Impact Committee, when reviewing land use projects or zoning issues.

________________________________________________________________________

NOV

03-118

Gift Solicitation-Commissioner Diaz- May not take part 

in the invitation phase of the event for the toy drive under the auspices of the Diaz Family Foundation.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-119

Outside employment-Chief Burger- May serve as the 

national representative for IdentaStinger as long as does not promote the product in No. Miami Beach and may work for Pre-paid legal services as long as he does not represent clients with claims against No. Miami Beach.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-120

Outside employment-Martha Sanches-An employee may 

work as a consultant to a computer company as long as the Director approves it. If the computer company does business with the Library more information is needed as to the relationship.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-121

Advisory Board-Peter Roulhac may serve on the CIP. The 

fact that he presented Chief Timoney with an award on behalf of the Chamber does not create a voting conflict which would preclude him from reviewing cases against the Chief.

DEC

03-122

Gifts-GSA may accept a $300 gift certificate from 

WalMart to purchase toys for children.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-123

Conflict of Interest-Mike Bowman of PWD-No conflict 

created because an employee lives with a toll maintenance worker employed by a business contracting with the department.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-124

Gifts-GSA may solicit gifts from WalMart and Toys R’Us  

to purchase gifts for underprivileged children.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-125

Voting Conflict Advisory Board-Weiss Serota may serve 

as counsel to the CIP. One of the firm’s shareholders has an immediate family member serving on the CIP. The shareholder owns less than 10% of a controlling interest in the firm, thereby not creating a voting conflict.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-126

Travel/Gifts-Ricky Schechtman may accept 

reimbursement from NCSC for travel because his participation in the national committee is directly related to his County work.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-127

Gifts-Seaport employees may accept travel costs from a 

potential vendor but must disclose this as a gift.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-128

Gifts-DBD may not solicit gifts from vendors doing 

business with DBD. The gifts will be given away in a raffle to representatives of minority firms.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-129

Gift solicitation-DBD may have a private company hold a 

raffle at a DBD conference; if the winner is a County employee he/she must disclose the gift.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-130

Gifts-Commissioner Diaz-He may not solicit gifts on 

behalf of a for-profit company.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-131

Gifts-Employees may accept gifts received from a union; 

however, subject to the disclosure requirements.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-132

Doing business with the County-Former employees may 

seek CSBE certification with DBD.

DEC

03-133

Gifts-Commissioner Diaz-Birthday gifts from friends and 

family do not need to be reported. Gifts from those doing business with the County, who would not have given you a gift prior to his position, must be reported. 

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-134

Gifts [Tickets]-Lucien Hope in Finance may accept golf 

tickets from Discover [a contractor]; however, employees
 must disclose the value. 

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-135

Attendance at certain functions-Steve Christensen, with 

the SWM, was invited to a holiday party sponsored by a local lab. Employees may attend as long as the events are free of charge to all individuals who are invited.

________________________________________________________________________

FEB

03-136

Airport Contractor Request- See file-no conflict for 

Parsons Transportation Group with the MIC/MIA Connector project.

________________________________________________________________________

SEP

03-137

Solicitation-Commissioner Martinez-See file-Robert 

advised that the solicitation letter and draft ordinance do not violate the Code of Ethics

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-138

Sponsorship and solicitation-Commissioner Diaz-may 

serve as the American Heart Walk chair subject to certain conditions: 1)may not only target businesses who do business with the County; 2) minimize his County staff time; 3) if the Association decides to seek funding from the County he cannot participate in the decision.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-139

Gift [travel]-Seaport employees do not need to report 

travel if the Department will reimburse the vendor.

________________________________________________________________________

DEC

03-140

Outside employment-Amber Riviere, who works on 

annexation and incorporation issues in the County may consult with a municipality on its planning code.

DEC

03-141

Outside Employment-Ernesto Cabrera, a building 

examiner may work for a firm reviewing architectural plans as long as the projects he will work on are not those that fall under the jurisdiction of the County. 
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