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June18, 2002

Via e-mailcprkicmiamidade.gov

CristinaPride, StaffCounsel
Miami-DadeEthicsCommission

Re: EthicsOpinion regardingCity of WestMiami

DearMs. Pride:

In orderto memorializeourconversationofthis date,pleasebe advisedasfollows:

TheCity of West Miami hasaflood problem. FEMA hasa programto alleviatetheplight
of individualcitizensby offering, sharingin thecostofraisingpropertiesby contributing
substantialfinds to thecostoftheproject.

FEMA requiresthatthe City adopta resolutionencouragingcitizens to participatein the
program. Certainmembersofthe Commissionmight benefitwith this programinasmuchasthey
live in affectedareas.

Question: Cana memberof theCommissionvote if theymaybe benefittedby a
FEMA program?

Pleaseadviseat your earliestpossibletime.

Sincerely,

JoseA. Villalobos
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Prkic, Christina COE

From: Prkic, ChristinaCOE
Sent Tuesday, June 18, 2002 6:14 PM
To: ‘PEpEV@aol.com’
Subject: RE: Ethics Opinion regarding the City of West Miami

Hi Jose,

Based upon the facts you provided in the attached letter, there is no legal prohibition
for a commission member to vote on the FEMA resolution.

Section 2-11.1 d of the Miami-Dade County Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
ordinance states that commissioners shall not vote on any matter that would affect him/her
in a manner distinct from the manner in which it would affect the public generally. Since
other city residents may similarly avail themselves of the program’s benefits, there is no
voting conflict for commissioners who may also benefit from the program.

This response serves as an informal staff opinion/recommendation, as reviewed also by
Robert Meyers, Executive Director, and not a formal Ethics Commission opinion. Please do
not hesitate to contact me should you have additional questions.

Best regards,
Christina Prkic

Original

Message

From: PEPEV@aol.com mailto: PEPEV@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2002 5:07 PM
To: cprkic@miamidade. gov
Subject: Ethics Opinion regarding the City of West Miami

Dear Ms. Prkic:

Please see letter attached.
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