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I received your request for an advisory
cpinion regarding whether your spouse’s firm
may be certified as a Community Small
Business Enterprise CSBE by the Miami-Dade
County Department of Business Development.

In a prior request RQO 06-03, you advised
the Ethics Commission that you were recently
appointed to serve as an Assistant County
Manager. Subsequent to your appointment,
your husband’s firm CWC and Associates,
sought to renew the company’s certification
as a CSBE firm. One of the questions on the
renewal application asked if the applicant
had an interest in any other business
entity. Your husband’s response stated that
he had a 50% ownership interest in kym-Penn,
L.L.C. The application stated that you owned
the other fifty percent of the corporation.
Kym-Penn is not seeking certification as a
CSBE.

The Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
ordinance permits CWC and Associates to
become re-certified as a CSBE firm. As you
are aware, Section 2-11.1c only prohibits
CWC and Associates from contracting with the
county. The Ethics Commission has
consistently held that, notwithstanding any
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contracting prohibition, county employees
and their immediate families may receive
CSBE certification by the Department of
Business Development.

Therefore, the Conflict of Interest and Code
of Ethics ordinance permits CWC and
Associates to become certified as a CSBE
firm.

Please contact the undersigned at 305 350-
0616 or Robert Meyers, Executive Director at
305 579-2594 if you have any questions
regarding this opinion.
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Pleasecall me at 305 350-0616or email me at awalker miamidade.gov if you have any questions or I
can provide any further assistance.


