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February 24, 2006

Cynthia Muselaire

Housing Finance Authority
25 West Flagler Street
suite 9250

Miami, FL 33130

RE: INQUIRY 06-27
Dear Ms. Muselaire:

I recejved your request for an advisory
opinion regarding your ability to receive a
home loan administered by the Housing
rFinance Authority. The Executive Director
and I have reviewed this matter and I am
rendering the opinion pased on the facts in
your letter. The Ethics Commission has not
considered this matter. Please contact me if
you want this matter placed on the Ethics
Commission’s March agenda.

In your letter, you advised me that you were
an employee of the AIA Employment Agency.
The AIA Employment Agency assigned you to
work for the Housing Finance Authority as a
Clerk IV. In that capacity, you assisted the
trust account manager with the processing ot
loan documents that were provided to OCED
and participating ienders. During the time
that you were employed by the AIRA, you
became a member of the Homebuyers’ Club with
the Miami-~Dade Affordable Housing
Foundation. During that time, you became
pre-qualified to received HOME funding and
BOND assistance and signed a pre-
construction contract on your first home.




Subsequently, in May 2005, you became a
full-time Housing Finance Authority
employee. Your home will be completed in
April, 2006.

The Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
ordinance permits you to receive financing
from HOME funds. Section 2-11.1 (c} provides
that a county employee may participate in a
single-family mortgage lcan program
administered by the Housing Finance
Authority as long as the employee does not
participate in administration of the single-
family mortgage loan program. Since you do
not participate in administration of the
program, the Conflict of Interest ordinance
permits you to participate in the loan
program.

The opinion construes the Conflict of
Interest and Code of Ethics ordinance only
and is not applicable to any conflict under
state law. Please contact the State of
Florida Commission on Ethics if you have any
guestions regarding possible conflicts under
state law.

If you have any questions regarding this
opinion, please call the undersigned at
(305) 350-0616.

Sincerely Yours,

S Jil L

ARDYT WALKER
Staf General Counsel
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Ardyth Walker

Staff General Counsel

Commission on Ethics & Public Trust
19 Waest Flagler Street, Sulte 207 -
Miami, FL 33130

305-579-2594

WooiRy 06-27]

February 22, 2006

Dear Ms. Walker, .

| am writing to you to ask for your opinion whether or not is it a confiict of interest for me
to participate In the Single Family Bond Program or HOME funding provided by the
Housing Finance Authority of Miami-Dade County or any other financing outlef, County
related, to purchase my first home.

| was a Clerk IV with A1A Employment (a “temp™ agency) from February 2003 to May
2005, assigned to the HFA to provide basic office assistance by assisting the Trust
Account Manager with the processing of loan documents which are forwarded to Miami-
Dade County Community and Economic Development and participating Lenders. From
May 2005 to this present day, | have been with the HFA as a Clerk lil. In this capacity |
do not have authority to approve or deny loans. , A

1

While | was with A1A | became a Home Buyers Club Member with Miami-Dade
Affordable Housing Foundation, Inc, a non profit organizati_on, which offers services and
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resources to first time home buyers. L

The Home Buyers Club is a program which is open to the public and offers one-on-one
counseling, credit counseling, budget counseling, and a pre-approval process which
explains to the cllent what public and private funding sources are avallable to them based
on thelr income. | was pre-qualified to receive HOME funding and BOND assistance
(funding sources provided by the HFA), and signed a Ere-construction contract on my first
home; the completion date is anticipated to be April 17, 2006.

Therefore, | am respectfully requesting your written opinion on this transaction and my
spntact me should you require additional information.
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