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The HonorableDorothyJoson 7
City Commissioner,City of Opa-Locka
777 SharazadBoulevard
Opa-Locka,FL 33054

DearCommissionerJohnson:

lam in receiptof a fax you sentme datedMarch 30, 2005 andI wanted
to provideyouwith a timely response.In your fax you mention that you
area City Commissionerin Opa-Lockaandthe FoundingPresidentand
CEO of The Portrait of Empowerment,Inc. - a501c3 non-profit
organization.Furthermore,you indicatethat you do not receivea salary
with the organizationandyour positionconfersyouno voting rights.
You also statethat the organizationrecentlymovedits operationsandis
now a tenantat TownCenterOne. You havesomerecollectionthat your
newlandlordTown CenterOne requestedan easementfrom the City in
April 2002 andthis requestwas granted. However,you statethe Town
CenterOneeasementmattercamebackbeforethe City Commissionat
your last workshopmeetingandyou did not vote.

You now seekan opinion inquiring aboutwhetheryou can participatein
andvoteon the easementissueinvolving Town CenterOne. According
to the County’s Conflict of JnterestandCodeof Ethics Ordinance,which
is applicableto electedmunicipal officials in Miami-DadeCounty, a
voting conflict is createdwhenan electedofficial hasa special
relationshipusuallyfinancial in naturewith aparty havinga matter
beforethe electedofficial’s council/commissionor if the electedofficial
standsto uniquelybenefit from the decisionthat his/hercommission
reaches. In your case,thereis no specialrelationshipcreatedbecausethe
item your landlordhasin front of the City Commissionhasnothingto do
with your lease. Additionally, the decisionof your Commissionto grant
or deny the requestfor an easementdoesnot uniquelybenefityou or
your non-profit agencylocatedin the landlord’sbuilding. Therefore,no
conflict of interestexistsand you canparticipatein discussionsandvote
on the Town CenterOneeasementquestion.

If you would like to discussthe abovewith me in greaterdetail, do not
hesitateto contactme at 305 350-0613.

Sincerely,

RobertMeyers
ExecutiveDirector

ETHICS COMMISSIONERS

Kerry E. Rosenthal,CHAIRPERSON

Gail A. Dotson, VICE CHAIRPERSON

Seymour Gelber
Dawn E.Addy
Brenda Rivera
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MICHAEL P. MURAWSKI
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My nameis Dorothy Johnson.I am aCommissionerin the City of Opa-locka.
If you recall last summeran issuearose,which wasveiy embarrassingfor me as
,ell asmy family. First of all, I amthePoundingPresident& CEO ofThe Portrait
f Empowerment,Inc. 501 C3J founded2000. I haveNO voting rights, non
alaryand theorganizationis governedby theBoardof Directors.

In order to avoidareoccurrence,I amrequestingawritten reply to an issueI
‘was challengedat the last commissionmeeting.Recently,The Portrait of
:Lmeimeist, Inc. becamea tenantat Town CenterOne,780 FishermanStreet,
;uite 328 in Opa-locka.

In the lastcommissionworkshopallegationsweremadethat I do not feel
omfortableby voting. Sinceth.e organization,I foundedhadrecentlymovedin

‘rown Center,I excusedmyself from voting becauseof theprior allegationsandprior
ncident2004 Summer.

If a recall correctlyTown CenterwasrequestingaStreeteasementapproval,
‘which appearedto megrantedandexecutedback in April 2002, prior to my tenure.
‘leaseconsultwith QuinnJonesIII, City Attorney for clarification of the Town
Centeragendaitem. I await patientfor decisionin writing. Pleasefeel free to fax to
Be at 305688-1694,

Shouldyou haveanyquestionsand/orneedfurtherassistance,pleasedo not
lesitateto contactme at 785 229-2921. Your assistancein this endeavoris greatly
ippreciated.

Do2it%ZCM,GCDF,ODP
Commissioner
City of Opa-locka
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The information contained in this facsimile message is CONFIDENTIAL information Intended only for
the use of the individual or entity named above. if the reader of this message is not the recipient you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is strictly PROHIBITED
and will be considered as a tortuous interference in our confidential business relationships. Addition&y,
unauthorized dissemination of this confidential information subjects you to criminal and civil penalties. If you
have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephone and return the original
to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service.


