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Meyers, Robert (COE) :47-1\15.2 Y5 -¥0'7
From: Meyers, Robert (COE)

Sent:  Thursday, September 29, 2005 4:52 [p

To: Soutn, Javier D, (DISTT103

Ce: Esaobar, Bernardo (DIST14)

Subject: Town Hall meeatings

Dear Senglor Souta,

I spake o Geralil Sanchez earlicr in the wealk about a fuestion you had concerning the Town Hall mestings you
requlariy hold and your inlerest in seeking another lerm of office on the Board of County Commissichers.
Bernardn Escobar radquested that | give you A wrilton response, As | understand it, you frequenity hold Town Hall
meetings and you wish to know whethar yon can continiee to hold these maatings now that yon fave announcoed
your candidacy for re-eleclion. The Town Hall setting provides a forum to interact with the residonts in your
disirict, to hear Iheir concems and to give you an opparlunity te explain your work on the Caunty Commizsion to
beller serve them. The facl that you are running for re-election should not tiszourage you from holding lhose
meetings, As long as your serve as Lhe County Cornmissioner for that Dislricl you have avery right Lo ek with
your conslituents and address their needs. Provided these Town Hall meelings do nel i into political rallies for
Your re-election hid, it is perfeclly appropriale for you tn continue to haid them.

If vou have any queslions or wish o discuss the above in grealer detail, please contact me al vour convenienao.
Sincerely,

Eoherl Meyors

9/29/2005
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Meyers, Robert (COE)

From: Sanchez, Gerald (CAQY)

Sent; Tuesday, May 30, 2006 10:50 AM
Ta: Meyers, Robert (COE)

Subject; FW: Town Hall meelings

Attachments: SOUTO 2.pul; js read poster_jpg: bus shelter posiar 05, paf

Fram: Escobar, Bernardn (DIST10)
Sent: Tuesdlay, May 30, 2006 1045 AM
To: Sanchez, Gerald (CADD

Subject: PA: Town Hall meetings

From: Mayors, Robert (COE)

Sent: Wednasday, Octolier 05, 2005 11:58 AM
To: Escobar, Bernarda (DISTIM

Subject: FW: Town Hall mestings

Bernardo,

Thank you far clarilying this maller for mo. Insofar as publicity for the town meetings fs concerned. | see fo
reasan far the Commissionar 1o change his approach to the manmer in which he promaotes these irmportant
evenls. Apparently for many years the Commissioner has decided that one of the most effeclive moans for him n
camnnicate with his constituznts is to hold regular town hall meetings. Becausc he wishas o maximizing
allendance, he uses a number of different media outlels and other farms of advertisemenls Lo publicize thezse
meetings, such as public service announcemanls, posters and s beneh advertising. By virtue of Lhe facl Lhat
the Commissioner is [he incumbent e has e right to meet wilh the residents in his district and il is perfoctly
appropriate for any notices reqarding these meedings to mention him by name. In his capacily as the Counly
Cormmissioner for his district, Commissioner Seuto is well within his rights 1o use County funds fo advertise the
loray hall nreetings — as he purpose behind the advertising and the content of the meeting is an effort by him o
be a responsive and respensible local elected official. Clearly, it would e an improper use of pubiic rnoney if he
wora fa turn these moeotings into polilical rallies B advance his candidacy,

Under the cireumslances and assuming he receives a challenger (o the seat he currently occupies on the Board
of Counly Commissioners, the alhics rule would nol preclude him from coniinuing to utilize public funds in
publicize and held his lown hall meetings, 1o nol believe it is necessary lor him to remove or sUspond posters
that announee 1he town hall meaetings until the qualifying period has clnsed . |0 conclusion, my opinion is hased
on 2 numher of factors: elacted afficials have the right as incumbents to spend maoney to reach their constitrends
as constituent service is Lhe: main purpase for his lown hall meetings: Commissioner Soutn has a hislory of
halding trwn Ball meetings; andd he is nol changing the way he publicizes his town hall meeiings.

If you hawve any queslions concerning the abnve, pleasc feal free to conlacl me.
Sinceraly,
Rnbarl Moyors

From: Escobar, Bernarde {DIST10)
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2005 546 PM
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To: Meyers, Robert (COE)
Subject; RE: Town Hall meetings

Fobelt,

My queslion to Gerald concernad nol the holding of town meatings, but ralker the advertising of these meetings,
The Commissionar has been adverlising these mestings in the Herald, Diario and soveral community pefodicals
for almest 10 years naw., Ho has also been Aadvertising them an bus benches and shelters in his district for sver a
year now, My queslion fo Gerald, was whethar he would have to hring down the bus sheller and bus bench
Athvertisemeanis, ance he officially began campaigning lor re-eleclion, which would prabably ke when he npens a
campaign account, which he has not done yot. The guestion is does he have ko bring down his lown mesding
public sorvice announcements, as well as two othor public service announcements (one promoting Reading and
the Public Libraries and the olher an Anti-Litter Campaign Depicting the Gommissionar in Front of ene of Iho
Almost 400 Liller Receplacles which he purchased with ofiice funds over the past B years and placed at every
single bus stop in his district - That PSA siates: keep Our Counly Clean - Toss itinly? 1 kave atlached nopies of
atHihree PSA posters above for yvonr review.

I had told he Commissianar thal | Ihought thar once he opened up 2 campaign ascount and officially launched a
re-glaclion bid, he should remove or suspend the pasters untit the qualifying period for patential nopponents closed
and nnbody filed against him or until the election ended in the easze thal ha has any npposition, because a
potenlial apponanl {not thal | cxpecl any, since he has been re-clected unopposead for 13 years) could file 2
elhics complainl stating that he is irsing Counly funds to jromaote his mage and name instead of campaign

funds, Onee again, he has always advertised his mealngs in newspapers and newsletters, The bus sheltor
paslers is new, because it cocurred to us that CEMUSA is supposed to set aside space [or PSA's and fow Connly
Pepartments wore taking advantage ol 1his, since lhoy have 1o pay for the cost of producing the poslers, It has
nean a very cffective medium for the town meetings, with altendance increasing significanthy for holh his
Weslehoster and Kendall Town Mestings, He has been holding these monthly meetings at both these locations
for almost 20 yiars since he was in the Stato Flouse af Represanlalives. Gerald did not think Ihere was a
problem wilh this, but offered to discuss it with you to get your cpainion.

Tharls,

Bernarrin

Fram: Meycrs, Roberl (COE)

Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2005 4:52 PM
To: Souto, Javier D. (DIST10)

Ce: Escobar, Bernarde (DIST10)

Subject: Town Hall meetings

Pear Senatoer Saulla,

| spoke lo Gerald Sanchez earier in the weel abaut a question you had concerning the Town Hall maelings vou
requlady hold and your interest in seeking anadhar term of oflice on the Board of County Commissionars,
Bernardn Escabar requestad thal T give you a written response. As | understand it, your frequently hold Town Hall
meelings and you wish (o know whether you can continue to hold these meetings now that Yol hﬁuelannaunced
your candidacy for re-eleclion. The Town Hall selling providas a forum to interact with [he residents in yaor
district, to hear their concemns and to give yvou an opportunily 1o explain your work an the County Carmumission to
better serve them. The facl thal you are ninning far re-eloction should nol discourage you from helding these
meetings. As [arey as you serve as lhe County Commissicner for that Dislrict you have every right to mest 1._'.rith
yaur constitucnts and address lheir needs. Provided these Town Hall meetings do not Livn into political rallies for
your re-eloction bid, it is perfectly apprapriale far you to eentinneg to hiold them.

IT yaw have any questions or wish to discuss Ihe ahove in greater daiail, please conlant me at your convenience.

Sinceraly,

&/ 172006
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Raobert Mayers
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